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From The Vicarage

Since I last wrote, we have celebrated Christmas, welcomed in 2016, and 
by the end of the month we will be well into the season of Lent.  
It’s so easy to think, ‘here we go again, round and round in circles, never 
getting anywhere!’  And while it is good to be in tune with the natural 
world, and celebrate the rhythm of the revolving seasons, with all the 
different beauty they bring, we are not, I hope, simply going round in 
circles!
As people of faith, there is always more to discover, to learn, on our 
adventure of life.  Just as the naturalist tracks wild creatures by seeking 
out their footprints, so should we try and discern the ways and movements 
of God, in the course of our daily lives. 
As we journey into the unknown days of 2016, let us hold in mind the 
words of St Bernard of Clairvaux :
“Life is only for love, time is only that we may find God.”

With every blessing,
Heidi
Llantilio Vicarage 
llantiliovicar@aol.com

May God, who is present in sunrise and nightfall, guide your feet.
May God, who is with you when you sit and when you stand, encompass 
you with love.
May God who knows your path and the places where you rest, lead you in 
the way that is everlasting.
Amen.

Thank  you  to  all  of  you  who  worked  so  hard  to  ensure  that  our  Christmas
celebrations and worship went so well. From those who decorated and cleaned
the churches and barns,  to those who prepared food, christingles,  altar  linen,
newsletters  and  so  much  more.  I  feel  very  fortunate  that  we  have  such  a
generous spirit of goodwill in our communities, and am deeply grateful to you all.

At a meeting of churchwardens from all four parishes on 20 January there was a
wide  discussion  about  services  and  events  in  2016.   This  year  there  will  be
national celebrations to mark the 90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth. The idea of
having a local celebration was discussed and it was suggested that Llanvapley
pavilion might be a suitable venue.  Perhaps there could be a group photograph,
a picnic, games for the children, some music.  What do you think we should do?
Would you like to be involved?  Any ideas? Email TNT or Revd. Heidi with your
thoughts.

mailto:llantiliovicar@aol.com


After the parish website was launched in the last edition of TNT there has been a
great deal of interest from within the parishes and beyond.  The website aims to
let  you  know  what  is  happening,  what  has  happened  and  also  to  provide
information  about  our  churches  and  parishes.   The  calendar  is  a  particularly
useful way of finding out what is happening and it complements the information in
TNT. There is an increasing amount of information about our churches on the
website.  Llanvetherine church has recently had additional information added to
its page.   Another way to find out the latest news is by reading the parish Twitter
account.  You can do this by reading the Twitter feed on our home page or by
following us on Twitter itself if you are a Twitter user. @LlantilioG

Christine  Everitt, a  regular  member  of  our  congregations,  often  writes
commentaries on passages from the Bible.   In this commentary she looks at a
passage from John. "If anyone among you is without sin, let him be the first
to throw a stone at her."
We are all good at throwing stones, aren't we? Jesus faced a mob that was eager
to execute (by stoning) a woman caught in adultery. Immediately he put a stop to
it with a simple challenge: anyone who has no sin in their life should step forward
and throw the first stone. Amazing isn't he? With a  simple sentence he turned the
tables and forced the woman's accusers to look at themselves, to consider their
actions and how they treat others. How could any one of them throw a stone at
her? They who were not sinless. It could also seem to us, that Jesus had crushed
the accusers and let the woman off the hook. He has not. She too has to face her
guilt, what she was doing was wrong. At that moment, through his intervention,
she could  if  she chose to,  turn  her  life around.  Jesus had pardoned her,  the
direction of  her life  was now hers to make. She could continue on the same
destructive path, or begin anew...slate wiped clean. We are never lost to God, but
he does ask more of us than we are sometimes willing to give. The choice is ours.
What path are you on?

A local bard has submitted one of his works to TNT.  The first verse is printed
below.  Go to the website to find out what happened to the rabbit!

I am a rabbit
And I've got a habit

Called Emergency Buzzard Behaviour
So listen ear lad

If you don't want to be had
Cos I'll tell yer something

Which'll save yer

Also on the website is the answer to the question you thought TNT could never 
ask - “Which is the best parish?”  Just in case you are wondering how on earth 
this can be decided then consider this :- The size of a parish was originally 
determined by its ability to produce a sufficient income for the vicar.  The poorer 
the land the less income it generates and therefore a big parish suggests that the 
land in that parish isn't particularly good.  So which parish is the smallest?  Which 
is the best parish?



Llantilio Crossenny News
Christmas at Llantilio Crossenny   The very wet weather and a very
muddy car park did not deter the large number of people who came along
to enjoy the Christmas services. It was particularly pleasing to see several
of  our  young  people  taking  part  in  the  'Nine  Lessons And  Carols'  on
Sunday 20th December. As usual the Christingle service saw a very full
Church, 50 children received Christingle candles and then delighted us by
singing 'Away in a Manger ' by candle light.The midnight service also saw
a good congregation to welcome Christmas Day. A highlight of the service
was the singing of  Alicia  Lowes which contributed to this  very  special
occasion.   Many thanks to  all  who helped  to  decorate  the Church so
beautifully  and  a  special  thank  you  to  Sarah  Heath  and  her  team for
making the Christingle oranges.
Rainfall in the Talycoed area for December was 164 mm or 6.5 inches in
old money.

Llantilio Crossenny Festival is once again looking for locals to join the
chorus  for  performances  of  G.F.  Handel's  "Solomon".  Staged
performances of the oratorio will take place at Treadam Barn on Saturday
7th May 7.30pm and Sunday 8th May 3pm with professional soloists and
orchestral ensemble. Last year for Gluck's "Orfeo" we had a lot of young
locals in the chorus (some who sing in other choirs and some who had
never sung in a choir in their life before, but fancied a try!). The libretto
includes the two ladies fighting over the baby and of course the grand
entrance of the Queen of Sheba. For more information please e-mail or
call Eleanor (e.farncombe@gmx.net or tel: 07779225921)

Llantilio  Bell  Ringers  held  their  annual  Christmas
party at the Foxhunter at Nant-y-Deri. There was   a
very  good  turn  our  and  lots  of  fun  was  had.  The
ringers rang for the Christingle service and have been
holding regular practices. At the session on 19th of
January something unusual happened when one of
the ringers (who will  remain nameless) managed to
snap one of the ropes.  It was quite a shock when it
happened but everyone was safe.  Luckily the tower
has a supply of replacement ropes (which incidently
cost £180 each) and the repair was quickly done and
ringing continued.
The  bell  ringing  schedule for  2016  includes  a  new  session on  the  last
Thursday of the month.  This session is designed to attract people who would like
to start  bell ringing or wish to improve their skills.   It  starts at 7.30 and is the
perfect way to get involved in something which is fun and worthwhile. There will
be a beginners session on Thursday 25th February.  Interested? Put the date in
your diary now.  All bell ringing dates are on the website calendar.



Llanvapley News

Lt.  Alistair  Andrews  from  Llanfapley  and  Dr.
Rebecca Jackson from Edinburgh are  engaged to
be  married.  Alistair  proposed  to  Rebecca  on
Snowdon  just  before  Christmas.  They  will  be
married  in  Balfron  Church,  Edinburgh,  in  late
September when Rebecca comes back from Africa,
where she is going to work for six months. 
Both sets of parents are delighted.  However, the Alistair's mother was
then asked if she would like to make a five tier stacked wedding cake. The
making of the cake will probably be easier than transporting it all the way
to Scotland without it falling over! 
 

Llanvapley  Church  is  delighted  to
announce that it now has seat cushions to
make life that little bit more comfortable for
the congregations. Here are some of their
comments :- “Very smart, much more warm
and comfortable”, “We will be the smartest
church  in  Monmouthshire!”,  “Wow  they
look brilliant”.  The only unfortunate thing is
that it may encourage the vicar to lengthen
the  sermons!  Many  thanks  to  Janet
Andrews (aka  devastingdrapes!)  who has
devoted  so  much  time  and  trouble  into
making these cushions.

Thanks to everyone who attended the
Carol  Service on  13  December.  A
special  thanks go to all  the  readers
and to the members of Selby Sound
who  performed  a  very  entertaining
selection of tunes on their handbells.
We  hope  to  see  them  back  again
soon.  During the service there was a
collection  on  behalf  of  Christian  Aid
which  raised  £169.  Thank  you  for
your generosity.

On Monday 30 November a Taize service was held in Llanvapley Church.
The service, which was lead by the Revd. James Butterworth, was very
well attended.  It is intended to hold another Taize on  8 March at 7.30.
More  details  in  the  next  TNT.  Thanks and  congratulations  to  Clarinda
Collins who was the driving force behind the organisation of the service.



The  Six  Nations  Rugby will  soon  be  upon  us  and  a  group  of  people  in
Llanvapley have planned a series of walks.The idea behind the walks is to walk
from Llanvapley to a pub and then enjoy a drink while supporting  Wales. The
walks are open to everyone who supports Wales. :) Contact the TNT editor if you
are interested in joining in the fun.

Congratulations to John and Angela Young of Chapel Farm, Llanvapley who now
have a second grandson.  Harry George was born on 5 January and Hannah,
Ben and Noah are all delighted to welcome  Harry into their family.

The LSSA is once again running a 100 club in 2016.  Hope you can support the
LSSA to help maintain the playing field and pavilion. First draw will be in April.

Llanvetherine News

A  Carol  Service in  the  Barn  led  by  Heidi  Prince  took  place  on  22
December 2015, by kind permission of Clarissa and Julian Fonseca, and
was attended by nearly 80 people from all  the parishes. There was no
formal seating, rather people gathered in the round, and the scene was
made by a real donkey (aged 46!) with a live coal and wood brazier. There
was a heartening attendance by many local families and people of all ages
contributing to the readings. People lingered for a long time afterwards by
the brazier over mulled wine and mince pies.

A  team  of  Village  Carol  Singers went  round  most  houses  in
Llanvetherine on 21 December  and raised  £75.00  in  aid  of  the  Royal
Agricultural Benevolent Institution. 

The Christmas Day service was held in Llanvetherine Church this year
with people attending from the four local churches and area, and worship
was shared with villagers from several different denominations.

There is still  uncertainty about the commissioning of  broadband in the
village.  Cabinet  6 from the Cross Ash exchange is  commissioned and
some  people  are  connected  with  good  speeds.  However,  Openreach
policy about which properties will  connect to which cabinets has led to
some bizarre situations where copper runs of  nearly two miles will  still
happen to houses within feet of another cabinet, and cabinet 5 has yet to
be  commissioned.  At  least  two  small  local  businesses  stand  to  be
adversely affected by this rigid policy.

Llanvetherine Church is looking for a serviceable metal or solid wood wardrobe
to replace our current laminate vestry storage. If anyone has one they no longer
use and can donate we'd be very glad to look at it (contact David Hughes Jones
or Andrew Dawson).



On the night of 21 January a quiz was held at the Raglan Livestock Market
in  aid  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Benevolent  Institution (RABI)  -  an
organisation which is in the process of raising its profile in Monmouthshire
and a very worthy cause. There were nearly 30 tables and the event was
oversubscribed. More than £2,000 was made on the night. We're pleased
to report a local team made up from Treadam, Llanvetherine and Usk won
the Quiz.

Penrhos News

We had a lovely  Carol Service at High House
Barns, how well all the children read and it was
lovely  to  see  them  all  enjoying  themselves.
Thank you to Richard and Fiona for letting us
use  their  wonderful  Barn.  The  photo  shows
John, Colin and Brian who were dressed as the
Three Kings for the Carol Service.

Congratulations  to  Emma  and  Kevin  Manchand  on  the  birth  of  their
daughter  Elena Hattie who was born at home on Tuesday 6th January
weighing 7lbs.
 

This  picture  is  of  Amy  Phillips
gaining 1st Prize at a recent Gwent
Young  Farmers  competition.   The
competition  was  for  Senior
Member of the Year and she will
now go on to represent Gwent at
the  Wales  finals  in  Wrexham.  If
anybody  is  aged  between  10-26
and is interested in joining Raglan
YFC  please  email:
phillipslucy2@gmail.com  for  more
information. 

Richard Price keeps a record of the rainfall each day and has done for
years. In December 2014 he recorded 44.7mm of rain while in December
2015 he recorded an amazing 204.3mm or 8 inches.  If that sounds a lot it
is nothing compared to the 341mm of rain in one night in December which
the unfortunate people of Carlisle have had to suffer.



Services and Events in February

Sunday January 31st
Joint Service

11am Llanvetherine

Wednesday 3rd February
Llantilio Crossenny PCC 7pm

Vicarage

Thursday 4th
Llanvapley PCC  7pm

The Old Rectory

Sunday 7th 
Sunday Before Lent

9.30 am Llanvetherine
11.00 am Llantilio Crossenny

Wednesday 10th 
 Ash Wednesday Service 

in Llantilio Crossenny at 7pm

Sunday 14th  Lent 1
9.30 am Penrhos

11.00 am Llanvapley

Sunday 21st Lent 2
9.30 am Llanvetherine

11.00 am Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday 28th Lent 3
9.30 am Penrhos

11.00 am Llanvapley

Sunday 6th March
Mothering Sunday

9.30 am Llanvetherine
11.00 am Llantilio Crossenny

Coffee mornings
Llanvapley 10 Feb 
10.30 in the pavilion

Llanddewi Rhydderch 24 Feb 
10.30 in the hall

WI News
The January meeting was our Christmas dinner at the Cripple Creek. It was so
good to welcome in the New Year when all other parties are over.  We welcomed
some new members and they all had a good time joining in the festive fun! The
programme for 2016 was given out and it includes some new, interesting events
and speakers. There will also be an outing in the Summer, once again, thanks to
the Community Council support.  Our next meeting is the second Wednesday in
February, at the cricket pavilion, Llanvapley and we have a Swedish speaker. 
Lin Morris

Belarus Orphanage Project -  The local  community  continues to  support  this
project, with much enthusiasm, particularly the WI. A thank you buffet was held,
for all those who worked so hard for the coffee morning last year. This continuing
support  is  enabling  the  Autism,  Downs  Syndrome  training  and  Club  Foot
treatment  training  to  provide  necessary  equipment.  These  projects  help  the
disabled  children  of  Belarus.  They  gain  from  being  able  to  be  treated  and
educated in the community, rather than institutions. Thank you to everyone who
supports us in our work.

Contributions for the March issue of TNT by 20 February send emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com


