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From The Vicarage

As the rain hides the stars,
As the autumn mist hides the hills,
As the clouds veil the blue of the sky,
So the dark happenings of my lot hide the shining of Thy face from 
me.
Yet if I may hold Thy hand in the darkness, it is enough, since I know, 
that though I may stumble in my going, Thou dost not fall.

Well, the nights are drawing in, and it’s time for the heating to go on 
again. There’s something lovely and comforting about a warm fire 
lighting up the room, while outside it’s dark and chilly.
The morning trips to Abergavenny find the Skirrid mountain invariably 
hidden behind the early morning mists, and I am reminded of this 
prayer with its reference to the mists hiding the hills.
So many things in life can cloud our vision, so that we fail to see 
beyond, to the greater Reality.
November is the month of All Saints and All Souls, the time to 
celebrate the “Otherness” of life; the greater depth, the hidden 
beauty, the music of the stars.
Whatever mists are clouding your life at the moment (ill health, 
anxiety and worry over a loved one, whatever it is) hold on to God’s 
hand through it all, the mists will rise and God will guide you through. 

With every blessing,Heidi
Llantilio Vicarage,llantiliovicar@aol.com

Congratulations to Revd Dr Lorraine Cavanagh who has been appointed by
the trustees of Modern Church as acting General Secretary until summer next
year. Lorraine has been a long-standing member of the Modern Church trustee
board. The Modern Church is an international
society  promoting  liberal  Christian  theology.
Chair of Modern Church, Revd. Dr Jan van der
Lely, said: ‘We are very grateful to Lorraine for
taking on this responsibility and we look forward
to working with her over the next few months.’
Lorraineß said: 'Being a passionate liberal, I am
delighted to take on the job of acting General
Secretary for Modern Church and I look forward
to building on the Church's excellent work over
the next few months.



A letter to TNT from Doris Evans, Llanvapley
Having  just  read  Revd.  Heidi's  report  in  last  month's  TNT  about  the  animal
memorial service, I never dreamt I would be joining all those people who had been
grieving for their dear lost pets and were at the service recently remembering them.
Now I  have lost  my poor  little  cat  Poppy,  who was killed on the road here in
Llanvapley just over a week ago. She will no longer be following me to the church
on a Sunday and waiting for me for the service to end when together we would
walk home. Friends have told me to get another rescue cat but for the moment I do
not feel that I can, although I miss her very, very much, and just feel comfort in
remembering her and her funny little ways.  She was such good company and
quite a character and I miss her.

Llantilio Crossenny News

The  wedding  of  Tom  Plant  and  Tanya
Watkins took place in Llantilio Church on 3rd

September.   The  wedding  was  a  splendid
event  with  family  and  friends  from  far  and
wide.  Steve and Sonja Watkins would like to
thank the Llantilio Bellringers for ringing the
bells  beforehand.   Steve  is  of  course  a
member of the bellringers so the bellringers
were  delighted  to  ring  the  bells  for  the
wedding  and  to  waive  the  usual  fee.   The
usual arrangement for a wedding is to ring the
bells  before  and  after  the  wedding  service.
As the bride is usually late there is a strict rule
that ringing before the service will only cover the first ten minutes after the
due start of the service.  Steve and Sonja would like to thank the bellringers
for not applying the rule on this occasion. :) The bellringers in turn would
like to thank Steve and Sonja for inviting them to an excellent party on the
day after the wedding. Apart from a wonderful marquee in the middle of a
field near their farm, there was also a fish and chip van.  The picture on the
front of TNT shows the queue for the fish and chips!

The Harvest Festival at St Teilo's on Sunday 2nd October
was very well attended this year. It was delightful to see the
children bearing  the  harvest  gifts  and  taking  part  in  the
service.  Christine  Everett  gave  a  heartfelt  talk  about
sponsoring an African child to help them to live better lives
and  improve  their  well-being.  Following  the  service  a
delicious lunch was served in the Killough Chapel.  Many
thanks  to  the  bellringers  for  the  lovely  bells  before  the
service,  to all  the children for  taking part,  to the Church
ladies for providing the delicious lunch and to Heidi for the
lovely service.



On 20th October Llantilio Bellringers rang muffled bells for 30 minutes on
the eve of the anniversary of the Aberfan disaster.

Llanvapley News

For almost 4 years the residents of Llanvapley have been waiting for a local
footpath to reopen.  The footpath begins between No.4 and No.5 Firs Road
and runs up the valley in the direction of Duffryn Farm. The footpath has
been closed because of  the condition  of  the  two bridges on the route.
Following complaints to Sara Jones, the local county councillor, the council
have finally  installed two brand new bridges on the route.  The pictures
below shows the old and new bridge across the mill race overflow ditch.
Unfortunately,  access  to  the  footpath  was  impossible  as  the  path  was
completely overgrown following four years of neglect. The council replied to
a complaint about this in a recent email - “Now that the bridges are in place
it  is  our intention to carry out  the remaining works to ensure that  these
footpaths  are  opened  as  soon  as  possible,  including  reinstating  the
fingerposts.” True to their word, council workers arrived on 27th October and
the footpath is now finally open.

Wales Baroque Players
On 9th October the Wales Baroque Players
visited Llanvapley Church as part of their first
concert tour. The concert was a sell out with
over  80 in  the church.  The audience really
appreciated  the  excellent  performances  of
the  players  and  they  in  turn  enjoyed  the
intimate atmosphere and excellent acoustics
of the church.  Thanks go to everyone who
supported the event and those who helped in all sorts of different ways.  A
special thanks goes to Richard and Penny Sidwell of Monmouth House for
all their hard work in promoting and organising the concert.



On  Friday  30th September,  Jo  and  Lucy  organised  a  very  successful
Macmillan Coffee morning in Llanvapley pavilion . The event raised £150
and they would like to thank everyone who came for their support

For over a year and half,  Llanvapley residents have been waiting to be
connected to the “big green box” opposite the church so they can have
superfast broadband. Some people in the village can get it but others can
not.  A number of residents have complained to BT about the delay without
much luck.  BT are blaming Openreach and Openreach say they have run
out of money and so it has gone on.  Finally, with the help of Sara Jones,
BT have agreed to a community event to answer questions from residents
on  Tuesday  22nd  November  at  the  Pavilion  at  5.30pm. Everyone
welcome.

Llantilio Tai Chi group will be holding a session in Llanvapley pavilion on
Thursday 17th November. The session starts at 7pm and newcomers are
most welcome. The session will  be run by Annie and the cost is £3.00.
Contact  Jan  on  01600  780205  or  Elaine  01600  780431  for  more
information. The LSSA 100 club winner in October was David Jones.

There will be a sale of top quality Cashmere for men and women at The
Old  Rectory,  Llanvapley  on  Friday  4th November  (10am  –  5pm)  and
Saturday  5th (10am  –  1pm)  The  sale  is  in  aid  of  St  Mabli's  Church.
Entrance donation of £3 to include coffee and biscuits.  There will be a cake
stall, postcards and a raffle.

Penrhos News

We wish Sally Adams and Heather Saint speedy recoveries. Sally has had
a hip replacement and Heather was involved in an accident. Hope to see
you both up and about soon.

Penrhos Church has lost one its most loyal supporters in the recent death
of Luke Herrmann. Whenever he was at home in the Old Vicarage, there
was  never  a  service  that  he  missed  before  his  final  decline.  We  shall
always remember his perfectly modulated readings of the epistle, Sunday
by Sunday. Luke’s had been a life of extraordinary range and richness of
experience:  childhood  on  a  Bavarian  estate;  an  enforced  move  in  the
1930’s,  to  London;  wartime education in  a great  public  school  that  was
evacuated  to  Herefordshire;  New  College,  Oxford;  and  after  that,  a
professional life in fine art that led finally to a professorship in Art History at
the University  of  Leicester.  It  is  not  always easy for  late newcomers  to
integrate  into  a  genuinely  rural  community,  such  as  Penrhos  still  is.
However, when Luke and Georgina came to the Old Vicarage, bringing with
them their huge wealth of experience in prestigious academic worlds, they
adapted  straightaway  to  country  life,  with  their  gun  dogs,  their  glorious



garden and their wonderfully generous support of their village church, and
became one of us. To me, it is a sad loss; it is not often that one finds new
friends later in life. And I know that many of us must feel the same. I am
sure that we would, all of us, wish to offer to Georgina and her family our
sympathy  for  what  they  have lost,  and  give  our  thanks  to God for  the
opportunity of having known Luke.
Peter Cobb

Llanvetherine News

Every  year  the  Gwent  Association  of  Voluntary  organisations  runs  the
Gwent Best  Kept Village Competition. Llanvetherine Church entered the
Best Kept Churchyard competition in the category 'Population up to 201-
400'. Llanvetherine Church is proud to announce that they have won the
award and are very grateful to David (Dai) Lewis for the work he puts into
churchyard maintenance.

It has been a busy month on the farms in Llanvetherine! On October 17th  it 
was harvesting time at White Castle Vineyard.

While on 22nd October apples were being picked and cider was being made at
Great Tre-rhew Farm



WI News

The WI Choir

During the October WI meeting a really interesting talk was given by one of
our members, Jane Barnard, who is a chartered biologist. She explained
the  use  and  misuse  of  antibiotics  in  a  way  everyone  was  able  to
understand. She was able to answer our questions and a lot was learned
by all.
Some members have been able to form a choir,  with rehearsals before
meetings. They were able to perform at the Gwent Federation WI concert
at Usk on 22nd of October. Ruth Hoggins and Margaret Parry have worked
hard  to knock them into shape! On the night they excelled themselves and
are eager to continue with their singing after such a great success.
At the next meeting on Wednesday 8th November, Dr Naylor Frith will be
talking about Peru, all  being well.  Otherwise, it  will  be a continuation of
members telling their own stories.
Hopefully, members will be able to confirm if they want to attend the annual
dinner  on the usual  meeting
day in January.

A  hundred  years  ago
Prideaux's  Churchwardens'
Guide was essential reading.
The short extract on the right
makes  interesting  reading.
How times have changed!



Services in November
Wednesday 2nd November 
All Soul’s Day
Service to remember those we love 
who have died
7.30pm Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday 6th November 3rd 
Sunday before Advent.
11am Joint Service at Llantilio 
Crossenny with Bishop Richard.

Sunday November 13th 
Remembrance Sunday
9.30am Penrhos
10.55am Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday November 20th 
Sunday Next Before Advent
9.30am Llanvetherine
11am Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday November 27th 
Advent Sunday
11am Penrhos with Baptism
6pm Llanvapley Special Service for 
Advent

Sunday 6th December
First Sunday in Advent
9.30am Penrhos
11.00am Llantilio Crossenny

Dates for your Diary
Thursday November 3rd  Llanvapley PCC 7.30pm
Friday 4th Cashmere Sale, The Old Rectory, Llanvapley 10am - 5pm
Saturday 5th Cashmere Sale The Old Rectory, Llanvapley 10am - 1pm
Saturday 5th Christian Perspectives on Death and Dying
11:30am – 6pm The Church of St Paul and St Stephen, Tredworth, 
Gloucester For further information please contact Julie Latchem, project co-
ordinator: latchemjm@cardiff.ac.uk
Wednesday 9th Coffee Morning Llanvapley at 10.30am
Thursday 10th Simeon's Watch Llantilio Crossenny Church 7.30pm
Saturday 26th 10am-12.30pm Grosmont Town Hall Safeguarding Training
Wednesday 7th  December Coffee Morning Llanddewi Rhydderch in the 
village hall (Please note there is no coffee morning in November in Llanddewi)

Tweet of the month
by @TwmsTreks

The most famous graffiti in
Wales has some new words

added to remember the 
Aberfan disaster in 1966

Contributions for the December/January  issue of TNT by 20 November
Please send emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com

Don't forget our website llantiliogroup.info for the latest information
Twitter@LlantilioG

mailto:lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com

