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Good Friday on a mountainside in a little corner of Wales...

Lambs relaxing in early Spring sunshine in Llantilio

From the Vicarage
Gosh! It all seems to be happening at the moment!
It’s not often I start an e-mail with: “The BBC have been on the phone…”,
but, as you will discover, they are coming to our neck of the woods.
Somehow, they have heard of our annual Good Friday walk up the Holy
Mountain, where we recall the events of that first Good Friday, as we climb
the Skirrid, with its legendary connections to that holy day.
One of the things we do each year is to take it in turns to carry the cross,
and pause to reflect on Jesus’s walk through Jerusalem on the way to
Golgotha.
I always find it quite poignant that the cross we carry is made from the wood
of the Christmas tree. The tree that was used to celebrate Jesus’s birth, is
now with him on his final journey.
Times have changed since I was a girl, and now, for the majority of people in
this country, Good Friday is just another bank holiday. Indeed, many people
seem completely unaware of any religious significance to the day at all. DIY
stores and gardening centres are far more appealing than remembering the
gruesome death of a Galilean over two thousand years ago.
So how surprising that the BBC have even heard of our humble act of
worship, and want to include it in their Good Friday broadcast, “Britain’s
Easter Story.”
As we make our walk up the mountain I am always conscious of the fact that
though we are just a handful of pilgrims, (sometimes bedraggled by the
weather, each of us carrying our own unseen crosses), we are joining in an
act of worship which is taking place all over the world; some will be in great
cathedrals; some in war-torn parts of the globe; some in Jerusalem; and
some on a mountainside in a little corner of Wales.
May I wish you all a very Happy Easter.
With every blessing,
Heidi

Llantilio Crossenny News
Good Friday April 19th at 6:30pm Jeannette Massochi will bring her choir to
sing Stainer's Crucifixion during a service for Good Friday at St Teilo's
Church Llantilio Crossenny at 6:30pm. Refreshments will be served
following the service.
Friday June 28th in St Teilos Church there will be a midsummer concert with
Monmouth Male Voice Choir, details to follow in the May edition.
Llantilio Crossenny Easter Vestry meeting will be held at Park Farm on
April 4th at 7pm.

Llantilio Crossenny Music Festival Events 28 th April-12th May at
Treadam Barn
Sunday 28th April 3pm-5pm stage
painting/lighting workshops Free Event
Friday 3rd May 7.30pm Parisian Jazz &
Tango evening with highly acclaimed
London based Jazz singer Gabrielle
Ducomble and her band. Tickets £20
“Charismatic, sophisticated and charming
performer leaving audiences spellbound in her
wake” JAZZ FM
“Wow. Just wow.” LONDON JAZZ NEWS
“An astonishingly beautiful voice” BBC RADIO 4

Saturday 4th May 7.30pm-Gospel
meets Jazz with Bluesy Susie and
Soul'd As Seen. Tickets £5
Monday 6th May 2pm & 4pm-children's
opera project sees the last of the trilogy
"The Ogre of Abergavenny". Tickets
£6/£4
Saturday 11th May 7.30pm-“L’Elisir
D’Amore” (The Love Potion-comedy)by Donizetti with professional soloists
who sing with WNO, professional
orchestra and young local chorus.
Tickets £30 to include Dr Dulcamara's
"Love Elixir" and canapes.
Sunday 12th May Afternoon Concert -Young Artist's Platform-Free Event
BOX OFFICE 07779225921 / follow us on facebook
As a Festival we have always been very fortunate that these amazing
professional musicians enjoy coming to our rural yet beautiful
Monmouthshire countryside, bringing their families to stay with us too and
charging us very reduced fees, as the usual fees demanded by these
musicians are (understandably) something that we could never afford!!
Monday May 6th at 2pm Plant Sale with cake
stall and refreshments at Llantilio Church.
Can you help? We are looking for help to enable
this important fund raising to be successful. Do
you have any plants which you can donate to the
plant stall? Can you make a cake for the cake
stall? Would you like to help serving teas and
coffees? The plant sale is always great fun and a

great chance to meet people and to have a friendly chat. However, it
wouldn't happen without the help and support of the local community in
Llantilio and the other parishes. Please contact Elsie Latham on 01600
780225 if you would like to know more.

Llanvetherine News
At the last meeting of the Community Council we welcomed the new
clerk, Frances Lambert who is taking over the duties carried out by Melanie
Mercer who has decided to resign from the position to follow her dreams in
her new employment and other life interests. The meeting itself dealt with
several issues with the Grosmont Town Hall being the focus of much
attention as it is going to be receiving some work done to improve the toilets
and the residents of Grosmont are going to be painting the upstairs to give it
a facelift before further modifications may be
carried out in the next few years. Other matters
covered included the Local Development Plan
and the proposed alterations to the Community
Council area with the proposal to include
Llanvetherine in the new Skenfrith Council
meaning that it will no longer be part of the
Grosmont Community Council. David Hughes-Jones
Llanvetherine Church Easter Vestry Meeting
will be held on Wednesday 10th at 7pm in
“Southleigh,” Llanvetherine. Pictured on the
right is a magnolia in the garden at Southleigh.

Llanvapley News
Llanvapley Church Easter Vestry be held on Friday 5th April at 7pm in the
church. The Easter Vestry is a public meeting and everyone is welcome to
come along and find out more about how the Parochial Church Council runs
the church.
On Monday 8th April there will be a Taizé service in Llanvapley Church at
7.30 in the evening. Taizé is a form of worship which involves sung and
chanted prayers, meditation, a period of silence, and readings from the
Bible. The service is ecumenical and everyone is welcome. Those of you
who might be interested in joining our Taizé singing group may like to come
along to find out more. Refreshments will be served after the service.
The LSSA Coffee Morning will be held on Wednesday 10th April at 10.30am
in the pavilion. Thank you to everyone who has supported this important
monthly fund raising event by baking delicious cakes and for those of you

who have come along and eaten them! The first draw for the 100 Club will
take place at the coffee morning. Thank you to those of you who have
bought a ticket for the draw. The money raised from the 100 club will help
towards paying for upkeep of the pavilion, play area and sports ground.
Further 100 club draws will take place throughout the year so if you don't
win in April you still have 9 chances left.
The Annual General Meeting of the Llanvapley Sports and Social
Association will take place on Friday 26 th April at 7.30pm in the pavilion. At
the meeting the chair of the LSSA will report on activities during the past
year and the accounts will be presented. The meeting will also elect
committee members for the forthcoming year. Nomination forms will be
distributed in advance of the meeting. Being a committee member is not an
onerous task. It is in fact a very good way to get involved in your local
community and to ensure the sports ground and pavilion remain an
important resource for everyone in the village. Please come along and show
your support even if you don't necessarily want to be a committee member.
The LSSA is always looking for new ideas which will provide opportunities
for residents to meet and socialise.
Many of you in Llanvapley will know our local County
Councillor, Sara Jones. Sara has been county
councillor for the Llanover Ward since 2012 and has been
very active in supporting and helping Llanvapley during
this time. Sara has very kindly agreed to come along to
the LSSA coffee morning on 10th April to listen to the
concerns of local residents. So if you have any questions
about schools, roads and transport, social services, the countryside,
libraries and leisure, waste disposal or planning then why not come along.
The LSSA would like to thank Llanarth Fawr Community Council for a
contribution of £500 towards the cost of the recently installed replacement
fire door.
On Wednesday 10th April at 2.30pm Jim Andrews from Llanvapley will
feature in an episode of the new series on BBC1 called 'Curiosity'. The
series is presented by Paul Martin and the
programme is labelled as 'the ultimate test
in vintage and collectables'. Jim was
selected to appear in the series because of
his passion for building and flying model
aircraft, something he has done for many
years, both at home and internationally. Jim
was invited to Bristol along with examples
of his model aircraft.

Llanvapley has always been know as 'the
place where nothing happens'. However,
strange as it might seem something has
happened in the village and it is all rather
odd. There have been sightings of a
strange creature in Llanymynach Brook
which runs through the centre of the village.
Local residents have reported what seems
to be a crocodile in the brook! The crocodile
can be seen lurking near the bridge and
appears to be on the look out for prey.
Parents are advised to keep children away
from the area! Seriously!
Llanvapley Walking Group Further to the announcement in last month’s TNT
about setting up a Llanvapley walking group to help the upkeep of our local
paths, thanks to everyone who has contacted us either by email or at the coffee
morning. It looks like we have quite a bit of interest. We’ve decided to meet at
10.30 at Llanvapley Pavilion on Saturday 13 th April to discuss our plans - so
hope to see you there. I don’t envisage a long meeting, but a short discussion
on where to concentrate our efforts and our walks. I’ll bring some maps. Phil
Allsopp

Community Council News: Four houses to go ahead in Llantilio behind the
vicarage. 111 houses going ahead in Raglan. Llanvapley got a grant cheque for
£500 towards the cost of the fire door, having been rejected at last meeting. The
areas of the Community Councils are changing and Llanvapley will come out of
Llanarth Fawr and join Gobion Fawr. The chairman of the Community Council,
Brian Spencer seems to think these changes will happen. I said I was not happy
and did not want to move. I don't even know where Gobion Fawr is, neither did
anyone else. Planning coming for houses near Cripple Creek. We are still
looking to hopefully provide a speed sign for the village, and a defibrillator, but
ongoing. Pat Bowell Community Councilor, Llanvapley

Penrhos News
Glorious gardens revealed for charity Unless the
weather is terrible, the gardens at Woodlands Farm in
Penrhos will be open for charity under the National
Garden Scheme on four dates in April. There will also
be a photography exhibition throughout showing the
gardens through the seasons taken by the talented
Kasia Okasia (one of her pictures is shown on the right)
The opening dates are as follows.
Sunday, 14th April 2019 2pm to 6pm. Entrance £5
(children free) with homemade teas in the Pavilion at
Woodlands Farm.

Monday, 15th April 2019 2pm to 6pm. Entrance £5 (children free) with
homemade teas in the Pavilion.
Saturday, 27th April 2019 4pm to 8pm. Entrance £5 (children free) with a pop
up café with wine in the Pavilion here. An evening opening with sundowners.
Sunday, 28th April 2019 2pm to 6pm. Entrance £5 (children free) with
homemade teas in the Pavilion here.
Check www.woodlandsfarmwales.com/ngs on the day if the weather looks poor
for details of any cancellations.

Penrhos Pop Up Pub in the Pavilion at Woodlands
Farm
The Penrhos Village Association will be hosting their
first Pop Up Pub for Penrhos on Saturday, 27th April
from 6pm. All proceeds will go towards a jolly evening of
pub food and drink, with any excess being used for
village related causes. Do come along and meet your
friends and neighbours in Penrhos. Everyone is
welcome.
Penrhos Easter Vestry is on Tuesday 9th April at 7pm in the church.

The Garden in April
sApril is usually the time when everything comes out in a wh

April is usually the time when everything
comes out in a whoosh, daffodils,
magnolia, fritillaries, crocuses and tulips.
Well, this year everything has gone
haywire and will they all be over by the
time April comes along? As I write Ribes
sanguineum ‘Elkington’s White’ is flowering
(pictured on the right). Last year is got hit
by the frost and looked very sad for itself.
It is quite rare and well worth seeking out.
Like many of you I planted a lot of tulips in
pots in the late Autumn and the leaves are
coming up thick and fast now. If you time it
right, you can have blooms from March until May. I am no expert on
tulips, but I do like them and have some firm favourites. Queen of the
Night is always a reliable one and does keep flowering for a few years
unlike some that just refuse to. The early tulips such as Fosteriana
and Kaufmaniana come in lots of ravishing colours. I like the viridiflora
and the Parrot tulips with contrasting streaks of colours inside their
petals. We also planted a group of tulipa sylvestris but after flowering

once now only the leaves appear in the spring. It is a wild tulip but not
native to Britain and possibly prefers woodland conditions. As you
probably know tulips came from Turkey and were introduced to
Northern Europe in the 16th Century possibly by Oghier Ghislain de
Busbecq then Ambassador to the Emperor Ferdinand 1, from
Suleyman the Magnificent, leading to ‘Tulipmania’ in the 1630’s. Anna
Pavord has written an excellent book about this fascinating subject.
As the weather warms up the work in the garden increases. Buddleas
should have been pruned hard by now, any roses that needed
pruning should be done, splitting up perennials that have become
congested and if you have time mulch those borders to suppress the
weeds. (Has anyone got advice on getting rid of celandines? I have
tried digging them out, but their little tubers are persistent. I even tried
weed killer but it seems to have made no difference.) Last but
certainly not least is getting seeds sown in the vegetable garden. If
you don’t have time to sow seeds, vegetable plants can be bought at
the Abergavenny Garden Centre. They usually have a good selection.
WI News
The meeting on the 13th March welcomed Marcus Grodentz, who talked
about his life in journalism and PR and the time he had to organise the
arrival of the Queen. Prior to the business meeting, the choir had a practice
for their contribution in the Wales NFWI in the form of the choral support for
Alice in WI land. As ever they will perform with their usual enthusiasm and
talent. The members had the opportunity to see the wonderful Bees and
Trees display, provided by Margaret Parry, Julia Williamson and Daphne
Watkins for the GFWI competition. They were heartily congratulated for
achieving 2nd place. Jan Currie also provided the latest members' list for
2019, for everyone. The centenary year is being celebrated by an exhibition
of the 100 years of records of the WI, photos, records of the financial
dealings, with Lloyds bank and also local history of the area. The members
will provide soup and bread and later tea and cakes, for all who visit to see
the exhibition. They may also have a printed history of Llantilio Crossenny
WI. It will be held at Llanvapley pavilion, between 11am and 4pm on
Thursday 11th April. Everyone is welcome.

St Michael's Centre Pen-y-Pound
Saturday 13th April 2.30pm
Your chance to see a performance of the Passion of Christ which
takes place every year in Trafalgar Square on Good Friday in front of
20,000 people

Services in April 2019
a

Sunday 7th April
Llanvetherine 9.30 Morning
Prayer
Llantilio Crossenny11.00 Holy
Communion
Monday 8th
Llanvapley Taize Service 7.30pm
Sunday 14th Palm Sunday
Penrhos 11.00am
Thursday 18th Maundy Thurs
Skenfrith 7pm

Friday 19th Good Friday
Holy Mountain 9.15 am (At Skirrid
Car Park – National Trust charge for parking
for non-members.)

Llanvapley Foot of Cross 2.30 pm
(meet at entrance to playing field)

Llantilio Crossenny 6.30pm
Sunday 21th Easter Day
Llanvetherine 9.30 HC
Penrhos 9.30 HC
Llantilio Crossenny 11.00 HC
Llanvapley 11.00 HC
Sunday 28th
Penrhos 9.30 HC
Llanvapley 11.00 MP

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 2nd April Llanddewi Rhydderch Coffee Morning 10.30am
Wednesday 10th April Llanvapley Coffee Morning 10.30am
Friday 26th April LSSA AGM in the pavilion 7.30pm
Monday 6th May Llantilio Plant Sale 2pm at the Church
Friday June 28th Monmouth Male Voice Choir 7.30pm at Llantilio Church

Grosmont And District Gardening Club
In March 2019, Ruth Young from Jamie’s Farm, Rowlestone came and gave us
an insight into the vital work they do to transform the lives of hundreds of
disadvantaged young people every year.
Next Meeting At Grosmont Town Hall Tuesday 2 nd April at 7.30pm
Talk by Helena Gerrish from High Glanau Manor, Monmouth, which has 12
acres of gardens laid out by H. Avray Tipping which were first opened for the
NGS in 1927.
Forthcoming Events
Tuesday 7th May Visit to NGS garden Glebe House, Abergavenny
Saturday 22nd June 10am-12 noon Annual Plant Sale, Grosmont Town Hall
We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome. Contact Marion
marion.stainton@btinternet.com 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further information or visit
Grosmont Village website (Village Groups). We are also on Facebook.

Contributions for the May issue of TNT by 20th April 2019
Please send your emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com
Don't forget our website llantiliogroup.info for the latest information
as well as information about all our churches. We are also on Twitter @LlantilioG

