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The Licensing service for Rev. Heidi Prince will take place on 12th March 
at  7pm in St  Teilos  Church,  Llantilio  Crossenny.   A warm welcome is 
extended  to  everyone  in  the  four  parishes  and  beyond.   After  the 
service, refreshments will be served in the Killough Chapel. Hope to see 
you there.  Llantilio Bell Ringers will be playing before the service.

Rev. Heidi will be living in the Vicarage at Llantilio Crossenny again with 
her husband Simon and daughter Gwen.  She can be contacted on 01600 
780240.  Email llantiliovicar@aol.com   



Llantilio Crossenny News

The funeral of Nina Joy Barrell took place at St Teilo's on 24th Feb. The 
church was full to overflowing with people who, though shocked by her 
sudden death, wanted to give thanks for this wonderful, generous and 
fun lady. Nina was a natural horse woman, and set up Riding for the 
Disabled in Abergavenny . She frequently set off on adventures to raise 
much needed funds for charity. Her professional life was in the NHS. 
Having trained as an occupational therapist, she later specialised in 
working in mental health. Professional, approachable and not afraid to 
speak her mind, Nina's empathy and expertise made her a highly 
respected and valued colleague.
Above all though, Nina was a much loved wife and mother; and we hold 
Gary, Victoria and David in our prayers.

May all our laughter and all our sadness, be safe now in God's hands;
May all our anger and all our gladness, be safe now in God's hands.
May all our stories and all our memories, be safe now in God's hands.
For those whom we love who have gone before us, are safe now in God's 
hands.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The photograph on the front of this month's TNT shows the daffodils 
outside the telephone exchange in Llantilio Crossenny.  The first 
automatic exchange was installed in the red brick building in the 
grounds of the Hostry Inn. It was a standard Post Office design and was 
very reliable for those days catering for up to 100 subscribers. It was 
connected by junction circuits to Monmouth Post Office where 
switchboard operators dealt with the calls. At the time there was no 
electricity available in Llantilio and it was several years away, so power 
was supplied by batteries which were charged once a week by a 50-volt 
petrol driven generator. Over the years an additional wooden building 
was erected and the equipment changed from a VAX x12 Unit Automatic 
Exchange to a SAX (Small Automatic Exchange) and eventually to a 
System X.  (Source: The Millennium Handbook)

The exchange will undergo further updating in June of this year as part 
of the scheme to bring superfast broadband the area.  Access to 
superfast broadband should help more people to work from home and to 
enjoy a wider range of internet services.



DAVID CHAFFEY’S STORY

We at Triley Fields Equestrian Centre, Abergavenny prefer 4 legs to 2, so what on 
earth has prompted a group of ladies (The Triley Trotters) to change jodphurs and 
riding boots in favour of lycra and walking boots – the Three Peaks Challenge on 
Saturday 28th March.  Why you may wonder?  Every Monday evening a young man 
called David Chaffey comes to Triley Fields Equestrian Centre, accompanied by his 
parents, to ride a beautiful and lovable but renowned 16’2 stubborn steed called 
Gilbert.  Ah you may be wondering, isn’t that what you would expect at a riding 
centre, yes it is, except David is blind and not just blind but has had to fight every 
inch of his 32 years to date. 
David was born prematurely in 1983, at the tender age of 7 his parents were told 
that David would go blind as he was diagnosed with Krabbe disease which is a rare 
and deadly disorder that causes the nerves to disintegrate.  David was registered 
blind at the age of 14 and by the time David was 17 he had his first guide dog Gina, 
who transformed at the age of 23 David was in heart failure and was put on the 
transplant list.  He received a donor heart but it was a battle to keep David alive for 
months ahead, at one stage his parents were called to his bedside and prepared for 
David not to survive.  David did survive but it wasn’t the end of his recovery but the 
beginning.   Due to muscle wastage David required extensive physiotherapy and had 
to learn to walk again, also further operations to repair an aneurysm and additional 
stents and further dialysis – as he had endured organ failure during his lengthy 
recovery!   In September 2014, the QE Hospital in Birmingham told David he was fit 
enough to ride again and he came to Triley Fields Equestrian Centre, Abergavenny. 
David said “Riding makes me feel as if I am free and it fills me with confidence as I 
know I can ride as well as any sighted person.  Also riding is helping me physically in 
strengthening my legs and improving my balance.  It gives me a certain amount of 
independence.  I love horse riding and I thank everyone at Triley Fields Equestrian 
Centre for making this possible for me.” David doesn’t attend Triley through the RDA 
but he would love to give less-abled people the benefit to experience the freedom 
and mobility that he has through riding. 
David had the honour of carrying the Olympic Torch through Blaenavon with the 
assistance of his guide dog Robyn, and David was awarded the British Empire Medal 
in the New Year’s Honours List for his services to the NHS and his voluntary and 
charitable services.  We, the Triley Trotters and all of Triley are immensely proud of 
David’s achievements to date as he selflessly strives to raise money for worthy 
causes and it is in honour of his dedication that we are doing this epic challenge.  To 
date we have managed to raise £700 but we are aiming for £1000. Please help and 
support us and enable us to donate lots of money to such a deserving and humbling 
charity – who do not receive any formal funding or grants and rely on volunteers and 
fundraising efforts such as this.   If you could see the members of RDA’s delightful 
faces when they get on a horse, it wipes any of your troubles and strife’s away – the 
RDA are always looking for volunteers.  This proves the misconception that horse 
riding is for the rich and nor is it an elitist sport – it is in anticipation of your 
support, David and the Triley Trotters would like to thank you.  If you would like to 
donate/pledge then contact Ros Jeffries at ros@trifec.com



Llanvapley News

Llanvapley Sports and Social Association 100 Club will be holding its first 
prize draw at the monthly coffee morning on 8 April.  Tickets for the 
draw have  been  selling  well  but  there  are  still  some lucky  numbers 
remaining.  Please contact any of the committee members if you would 
like to support the village hall.

The LSSA is hosting a “curry evening” in the village hall on Saturday 28 
March at 7pm.  Tickets are on sale at £7.  Once again please contact any 
of the committee if you would like to come along and enjoy a “spicy” 
evening!  

The Annual General Meeting of the LSSA will be on Thursday March 26th 
7 pm. The meeting is open to all residents of the parish.  The meeting 
will  include  a  report  from  the  chair  of  the  committee  and  the 
appointment of a committee for the next year.  The village committee 
would be delighted to welcome anyone who would like to help in the 
running  of  the  association  which  aims  to  provide  opportunities  for 
everyone in the village to get together.

Red Nose Day is on Friday 13 March.  Janet Andrews, who lives in The 
Old Manse in Llanvapley, has made 10 jars of marmalade and is selling 
them off at £2 a jar in order to support Red Nose Day.  Please contact 
Janet on 780421 to “reserve your  preserve” or  call  in when you are 
passing.

Tai Chi. On Monday 9 March the Tai Chi group, which meets in Lanvapley 
village hall, has invited a special instructor for the evening.  The session 
runs from 7pm to 8.30pm and new members are most welcome.  The 
cost of  the session is  just  £3.  Phone Elaine Leader  on 780341 if  you 
would like to reserve a place.

Bernard  and  Linda  Blackwell  of  Perth  y  Pia  Farm,  Llanvapley  are 
delighted to announce the birth of their grandson Charlie Vincent on 4 
February 2015.  Margarita and Robert Blackwell live in Tralee in southern 
Ireland.  Mother  and baby are home and doing well  and Granny and 
Granddad are naturally very happy indeed.



Llanvapley Court has been the home of Henry and Lesley Boyd-Carpenter 
for the past 10 years.  During this time they have involved themselves in 
many village events and have been regular worshippers in the church. 
Sadly for us, they will  be leaving for a new home in Oxfordshire this 
month.  This will enable them to have easier access to their son William, 
his wife Olivia and their children Hugo and Rose who live in London.  It 
will also make trips to see their daughter Alex and her husband John a 
little easier.  They will both be sorely missed and they leave with the 
best wishes of the village for a happy future in their new home.  

Llanvetherine News
On Sunday, 1 March, there will be a Holy Communion service at 
9.30 am at St James's Church. We are fortunate that Rev Canon 
Carol Wardman from the Church in Wales has asked to preach at 
the service, especially as she is the CiW adviser to the Bishops on 
Church  and  Society (i.e.  Community),  and we are  delighted  to 
welcome her. This will also be a celebration of St David's Day. It 
would be wonderful if as many people from the village as possible 
could  come,  although  we  appreciate  it's  a  difficult  season  for 
many to make the time. 

Penrhos News
Joyce Thom of The Grange, Penrhos  and some family and friends 
got  together  for  lunch on the 24th Jan to celebrate  her  90th 
birthday. Her son Douglas, was over from the USA where he lives 
and  Tim and Joe –  grandsons,  were part  of  the  fun.   The sun 
shone, she received some fabulous flowers and everyone enjoyed 
themselves.

The Quinquennial  Report  for  Penrhos Church has indicated that 
there are problems with  the roof  of  the Nave and thanks to a 
community effort and sterling work by some individuals we have 
been able to continue to worship by moving the pews in the Nave 
and partitioning off the Chancel , using the Chancel door to obtain 
access to Worship. We are in discussion with the Representative 
Body of the Church of Wales, Property Division, to facilitate the 



making safe of the Nave. This will necessitate a full survey of the 
roof  space  and  we  are  awaiting  the  necessary  approvals  and 
funding to carry out this work. Meantime, although we know many 
are anxious to help we will let you know when there is more to 
report but are grateful for all the assistance and encouragement 
that is being shown by the Community

Rainfall data for Penrhos – data provided by Richard Price
January 2014 we had 234.2mm
January 2015 we had 108.7mm

 The total rainfall for 2014 was 1216.5mm
25mm =1 inch

WI News
The February meeting of the WI was held as usual at Llanvapley 
Hall Wednesday 11th February, and was well attended.
Thanks to Marion who had produced the 2015 programmes and 
these were given to members. There will be  a variety of exciting 
activities and speakers this year. It will be another eventful year 
with celebrations for the Centenary of the WI nationally, which 
will be celebrated locally. Details to follow next month!
Members were very grateful to the Community Council for a grant, 
which will again help  funds and  support a Summer outing. This 
will be open to non-members in the community.
Members were also reminded to fill in church electoral forms by 
Elsie  Latham.   The  business  meeting  was  followed  by  a  very 
enjoyable poetry session. Members brought their favourite poems 
to share. This was both funny and moving. It was certainly lovely 
to see everyone joining in with excellent renditions.
Ros Jefferies also gave an interesting presentation on the Triley 
Trotters  Three Peaks challenge.  She told  of  a  visually impaired 
gentleman who will be competing. He is being sponsored and is 
raising money for Riding for the Disabled. Ros would be happy to 
accept more sponsors on rosjeffries@btinternet.com .
Julia Menzies was welcomed as a new member. Her poetry was 
exceptional ! New members are always welcome.



Litter on our lanes
Monmouthshire is a lovely place to live but it isn't perfect.  Try 
driving around the county and you can't fail to notice litter lying 
around almost everywhere which has been discarded by motorists. 
Of course it's the council's responsibility to clean up the mess and 
of  course  it's  teachers'  responsibility  to  educate  society  not  to 
discard litter in the first place so for most of us we don't feel any 
personal responsibility for this problem. However, the problem is 
increasing and we may have to assess the part we play in keeping 
our parishes tidy.  
From  talking  to  other  people  I  know  it  isn't  just  me  who  is 
concerned about the amount of cans, bottles, paper and fast food 
packaging  that  appears  on  the lanes  in  our  area.   I  drive  into 
Abergavenny  regularly  and  every  day  something  new  appears. 
Often it's the remains of someone's fast food meal or a drinks can 
or a beer can.  What happens to this mess?  Unfortunately, the 
council  do  not  have the resources  to  clean  the many miles  of 
country  lanes  in  the  county  so  it  continues  to  spoil  the 
environment while we all wait for it to decompose or disappear. 
Driving past litter is one thing but if you enjoy walking our country 
lanes then litter is harder to ignore.  I have a favourite lane which 
I walk regularly and there is no litter on the lane at all.  This is 
because I always make sure I pick up any litter whenever I see it. 
I put it in a bag, I put it in my pocket, I carry it home - I hate 
seeing litter  so I  do something about it.   I  am not  saying that 
everyone should do this but some people do and I am one of them. 
Am I the only one? (Llanvapley resident)

Good Friday: 3rd April
9:15am Holy Walk up the Holy Mountain (The Skirrid)

Meet at the car park at 9:15, Please wear suitable footwear, it will 
probably be muddy! We shall join with parishioners of

Llantilio Pertholey group of parishes and reflect on the events of 
Good Friday as we climb this mountain with its legendary

association with this holy day. You may wish to bring a drink and 
sustenance to help you on your way.



SERVICES IN MARCH
Sunday 1 March

Second Sunday in Lent
Llanvetherine 9.30 Rev C Wardman

Llantilio Crossenny 11.00 Rev F Buxton

Sunday 8 March
Third Sunday in Lent

Penrhos 9.30 Rev P Cobb
Llanvapley Morning Prayer 11.00 A 

Dawson

Thursday 12 March
Licensing Service for Rev. Heidi Prince

Llantilio Crossenny 7.00 pm

Sunday 15 March Mothering Sunday
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Llanvetherine 9.30
Llantilio Crossenny 11.00

Sunday 22 March
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Penrhos 9.30
Llanvapley 11.00 Holy Communion

Sunday 29 March
Palm Sunday

Please remember clocks go forward!
Joint service at 11am starting in Llantilio Crossenny church. Hopefully 

processing with a donkey around the village (donkey and weather being 
agreeable!) and finishing with coffee and hot cross buns.

Good Friday 3 April
Penrhos 2.30 Stations of the Cross

 A short service to reflect on the events of Good Friday.
 

Easter Sunday: 5th April:
Llanvetherine 9.30  Easter communion

Penrhos 9.30 Easter communion
Llanvapley 11.00 Easter communion

Llantilio Crossenny 11.00 Easter communion (with Easter egg hunt).

Coffee Mornings
Wednesday 11 March Llanvapley Village Hall 10.30
Wednesday 25 March Llanddewi Rhydderch 10.30

Contributions for the April issue of TNT will be needed by 20 March.
Website : www.llantiliogroup.info

Please send emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com


