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“Lest we forget”
 Find out the story behind the picture.

Find out about the coffee morning in the barn



From The Vicarage

Remember,  remember…  Well,  I  seem  to  be  getting  worse  at 
remembering things these days, from peoples’ names to where I parked 
the car, to completely forgetting what I went into the shop to buy. I find 
myself having to write things down, only then to forget where I put the 
piece of paper. Thank goodness I don’t have to sit exams anymore!

Fortunately, though, the God whom we worship, who in the words of 
the lovely hymn is, “older than the world can be”, as well as “younger 
than the life in me”, has no such problems with His memory. The Bible is 
full of beautiful verses reminding us of how much we mean to Him. “Can 
a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion 
on the son of  her womb? Yes, even she may forget, yet I  will  never 
forget you. Behold, I have graven you on the palms of my hands.”

God carries us in His heart, wherever we are. And though there are 
times when we become so preoccupied with other things, that we may 
forget Him, He can never forget us.  Now, where did I put my keys…? 

God our heavenly Father,
When the thought of you wakes in our hearts,
Let its awakening not be like a startled bird that flies about in fear.
Instead, let it be like a child waking from sleep
With a heavenly smile.

It seems I’m not the only one who forgets and loses things… A purse has 
been found in Llantilio Crossenny church. If you think it could be yours 
or  someone  you  know,  please  contact  the  vicar.  Thinking  ahead  to 
Christmas, I would love to take a carol service in an old barn preferably 
with  a  couple  of  animals  to  join  us  (a  donkey  would  be  a  fabulous 
companion, as it was on the very first Christmas); If anyone has a barn, 
and/or donkey that they would be happy to be used for a Christmas 
carol service, I would be delighted to hear from you.

With every blessing,

Heidi, Llantilio Vicarage 
llantiliovicar@aol.com



Llantilio Crossenny News
Sunday, 11th October was the Vulcan’s Farewell flight around Southern UK so I 
prepared well and downloaded the official route with timings. I plotted the 
intended flight path and tracked XH558 when it took off a few minutes late 
from Doncaster. The most westerly turning point was St Asaph Airfield and from 
there back over Llandegfedd Reservoir and then to Staverton.  I worked out a  
place up on a hill a good view toward Llandegfedd and got into position a good 
half hour early after first checking it’s progress past Biggin Hill.  I waited and 
waited and the time came and passed with no sign of an aircraft from the 
West.  I waited another half hour just in case before going home empty handed 
to watch the rugby. Or maybe I did hear something? Or was it my imagination? 
David Martin

The picture below was taken by Dilwyn Williams.  It  shows the  moon as it 
stood behind Whitehouse farm on Saturday 26th September 2015.  On this date 
the moon appeared unusually large in the sky as this was the night before it 
was at its closest to the earth.



Bellringing News

On 20 October, Llantilio Crossenny ringers visited Grosmont for their monthly 
practice  with  the  ringers  of  St  Nicholas'  Church.   The  ringing  chamber  in 
Grosmont Church is accessed via a stone spiral staircase which is definitely not  
for those of a claustrophobic nature.  A letter displayed on the wall of the 
ringing chamber recounts the events of 1967 when the bells where declared 
unsafe after one of them fell off the frame.  The rector set about restoring the 
bell chamber but the cost of £3000 (£38,000 in today's money) was prohibitive. 
However, thanks to the unpaid help of the people of Grosmont this sum was 
reduced to £900.  Nearly 50 years later the village is able to enjoy the sound of  
the bells on an early autumn evening thanks to the help of those people nearly  
half a century ago.  After ringing was complete the team retired to The Bell at  
Skenfrith for refreshments and a chat. How appropriate! 
The bells in Llantilio will be rung on Remembrance Sunday.  The bells will be 
half muffled to mark the occasion.

Llanvapley News

The  LSSA has been busy repainting the  outside of  the pavilion before the 
winter arrives.  Thanks go to Terry, Gen and Peter for their sterling work. Work  
has also taken place to remove over-hanging branches and to take down the 
cherry tree which can be seen to the left of the pavilion in the picture.  It is 
always  a  shame  to  remove  a  tree  but  this  one  was  leaning  in  the  wrong 
direction and as you can see from the picture to the left, most of the inside 
had started to rot.

The LSSA has completed an upgrade of the playground facilities just in time 
for half term.  The LSSA is pleased to announce it has replaced the two infant 
swings and chains thanks to a substantial grant from the New Grove Trust and 
donations from villagers.  

The winner of the LSSA 100 club October draw was Rusty McGladdery.



Many of  you  will  remember that  as part  of  the 
commemorations for the centenary of the start of 
World War  1  there was a  special  display at  the 
Tower of London.  800,000 ceramic poppies were 
used to remember those who died in the conflict. 
The moat of the tower was filled to the brim with 
these poppies and thousands of visitors came to 
marvel  at  it.  James  Lowes  of  Llanvapley was 
inspired  by  the  scene  to  create  a  pen  and  ink 
drawing which is shown on the front cover of TNT. 
James has made smaller prints of his work which 
are now for sale.  The prints are priced at £30 or 
£50 depending on the quality of the paper used. 
James can be contacted on 07817 408398.

On Sunday 11 October Llanvapley Church held its 
Harvest  Thanksgiving  service followed  by  a 
delicious  “bring  and  share”  harvest  lunch.   The 
event was a great success and was well supported. 
The lunch was held in the pavilion and everyone 
tucked  into  the  food  provided.  The  church  was 
beautifully decorated and thanks go to everyone 
who helped.  A traditional harvest loaf was made 
by Janet Andrews which was shared and eaten as 
part of the lunch.  It was revealed at the service 
that a certain other parish freezes its harvest loaf 
for reuse the following year. Not the kind of thing 
we do in Llanvapley!

On Saturday 24 October Llanvapley Church held a St Crispin's Day  afternoon 
tea to celebrate the 600th anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt. During the 
event Jim Andrews gave a stirring rendition from Shakespeare of King Henry's 
speech before  the  battle.   Many of  you  will  know of  the  old moat on  the 
outskirts of Llantilio.  The building which was on the site is believed to be the 
home of  Dafydd Gam who  is  remembered for  saving  the  king's  life  on  the 
battlefield of Agincourt.

Thinking of you
Best  wishes go  to  Brenda  Allen  and  Jim  Andrews  of  Llanvapley  who  have 
recently had operations.  Brenda now has a new hip and is making a quick 
recovery while Jim is back on his feet after surgery to insert a stent.  All our 
best wishes also go to Rev. David Osborn who has been unwell recently.  He is 
undergoing a series of treatments and it is hoped he will make a full recovery 
in the fullness of time. Contact TNT if there are others who would appreciate a 
mention in these pages.



Penrhos News

A successful  Harvest  Festival was  held  at  High  House  Barn  on  Friday  25th 
September  followed  by  a  delicious  supper.  Thanks  go  to  Richard  and Fiona 
Cleeve for the use of their two barns and to all who helped and provided
food.

You  are  warmly  invited  to  a  Christmas  Sale of  Decorative  Art,  Handmade 
Ceramics, Home Accessories and Jewellery on Friday and Saturday 4th & 5th 
December 2015 10am to 6pm both days at Maendy Cottage Studio, Penrhos, 
Raglan, Monmouthshire NP15 2LQ  As part of the sale there will be a display of 
decorative art from the Box of Delights Gallery.  Lindy Barletta will also be 
there with her handmade ceramics Including her landscape inspired porcelain 
vases and traditional thrown functional ceramics for the home.  There will also 
be a display of contemporary home accessories and jewellery by Cara. Bring a 
friend or two to enjoy champagne, mince pies, tea and cake

I would like to thank everyone who came and supported my Macmillan Coffee 
Morning in the barn at Pant Farm, Llanvetherine at the end of September. We 
raised an amazing £500. Pip Rumsey



Llanvetherine News

I wonder how people have noticed the sword on the threshold to the south 
door at St James? The obvious explanation might be that it is reminder to leave 
all arms outside the door. But could it also remind people to enter the church 
in Peace? Do any TNT readers know more?

Llanvetherine Church held its harvest thanksgiving service on 2 October led by 
Rev. Heidi.

WI News
The Llantilio Crossenny WI meeting discussed their 2016 post Christmas dinner 
in January and decided on the Cripple Creek, which is offering the best menu  
and a room for the WI group. The arrangements for those going to Swan Lake 
on  12th  November  is  as  follows  :  coach  pick  up  at  Llantilio  Crossenny  at 
10.30am and Abergavenny bus station at 10.45am. Also Govilon WI have given 
an open invitation to their centenary coffee morning on Thursday 22 October 
10 - 12, at the Salisbury Hall. It is free to attend. Everyone had a great time 
during  the  gentle  sports  evening  this  month.  Quoits,  Curling  and  Pétanque 
were tried. The laughing was surely  heard throughout Llanvapley! The next 
event is at the Sessions House Usk, 11th November. Everyone will meet outside 
at 6.30pm for a guided tour. Then supper at the Three Salmons, for those who 
are hungry, at 8pm. New members are always welcome at Llanvapley Pavilion, 
on the second Wednesday of the month. Members will try their hand at origami 
in December whilst drinking punch!

Are your ready for the winter? 
Some advice from Gwent Police 
Pedestrians/  dog  walkers  -  Be  alert  - 
don’t listen to music or wear earphones
Cyclists -  Wear  light  colours  and 
reflective/high  visibility  jackets  on  a 
dull/foggy day or in the evening/at night
Motorists -  Check  that  your  windscreen 
washer bottle is full and that wipers are 
in good working order.



Services in November

Sunday November 1st 
All Saints Day 

9.30am Llanvetherine 
Morning Prayer 

11am Llantilio Crossenny
Holy Communion

Monday  2nd

7pm Llantilio Crossenny
All Souls Service to remember 
those we love who have died. 

Sunday 8th 
Remembrance Sunday 

9.30 Penrhos 
10.50 Llantilio Crossenny

Friday November 13th 
Llanvapley PCC 7pm

Saturday 14th    
9.30am CMD

Beaufort Arms Raglan
 

Sunday 15th

2nd Sunday before Advent. 
9.30am Llanvetherine Holy 

Communion 
11am Llantilio Crossenny Family 

Service

Monday 16th 
Rehearsal practice for Taize 
music at Great Blaen Coed 

Llanvapley 7.30pm

Sunday 22nd 
Sunday next before Advent. 

9.30am Penrhos 

Sunday 29th  
Advent Sunday 
Joint Service 

Llanvapley 11.00

Monday 30th

Taize Service 
7pm Llanvapley

All welcome
Coffee Mornings

Wednesday 11 November Llanvapley Pavilion at 10.30
No coffee morning in Llanddewi Rhydderch this month

LSSA Quiz Night in Llanvapley Pavilion
Friday 27 November 7.30

£5 per head including ploughman's supper

Contributions for the December issue of TNT by 20  November
Website : www.llantiliogroup.info 

Tweet us your news using the hashtag #llantiliogroup or send emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com


