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Find out what happened when Timmy met Martha!
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From The Vicarage

Well, the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is upon us, 
and I’m sure I’m not alone in wondering where on earth the 
year has gone. The nights are drawing in, and the temperature 
has dipped. Time has passed so quickly. Yet Autumn can be a 
wonderful season when the youthful hope of spring, and the 
steady growth of summer, hopefully culminate in the 
fruitfulness of a harvest. Many moons ago, when I was a 
student, I would walk through a park where there was the 
following poem:

“A good life is a garden which yields its choicest colours at 
noon; and its greatest fragrance in the evening”

Not a bad time to reflect on what we wish the harvest of our 
lives to be.

A CELTIC PRAYER

As the rain hides the stars,
As the autumn mists hides the hills,
As the clouds veil the blue of the sky,
So the dark happenings of my life
Hide the shining of your face from me.
Yet, if I may hold your hand in darkness,
It is enough; since I know that,
Though I may stumble in my going,
You do not fall.

With every blessing,
Heidi, Llantilio Vicarage 
llantiliovicar@aol.com



Llantilio Crossenny News

We were pleased to welcome the  Forest of Dean Male Voice Choir  and 
harpist  Emily Harris  to St Teilo’s recently where they delighted the near 
capacity audience with a varied programme of music.  The choir were in 
good voice under the leadership of Musical Director,  Tracey Gwynne and 
accompanied  by  pianist  Hayley  Marangon  and  sang  some  old  favourites 
together with a song specially written for them about the Forest.  This song 
had some beautiful lyrics, sung with pride. Emily Harris is reading music at 
the  University  of  Birmingham,  plays  with  several  orchestras  and  has 
appeared with them at The Royal Albert Hall.  She is a local lass, her home 
is near Raglan and some of her family joined us to be entertained by this 
very talented young musician.   A big thank you to our visiting performers, 
this was a very enjoyable way to raise £1000 for church funds.  A special 
thank you to Elsie Latham for organising  the event and to all  our usual 
helpers who made the evening possible.

A really Wild Sunday!  The congregation at Llantilio Crossenny was much 
larger and more diverse than usual at the Animal Service, held on Sunday 
20th of September. Some of the congregation even brought their owners! A 
huge variety of dogs turned up, in all shapes and sizes, from Loki, a toy  
terrier,  to  Finlay,  a  Newfoundland.  Timmy,  a  75  year  old  tortoise,  was 
introduced to Martha, a four year old tortoise, previously named Arthur! 
Many of our congregation were of course farmers, who could not bring their 
cattle, but who have spent their lives working with animals. The service 
gave people an opportunity to give thanks for the animal kingdom, whether 
their pets, farm animals or wildlife. And it was lovely to be able to hold the 
service outside surrounded by birdsong.
A common sense of respect and love for animals brings people together, 
from all generations and all walks of life.

Warwick's  Public  House  at  Tal-y-Coed  are 
holding a Harvest Festival Charity Auction on 
Sunday October 4th at 7pm.  So nearer the 
time please bring  along anything  you would 
like to be included in the auction and come 
along at 7  pm on October  4th to have fun, 
join  in  the  auction  and,  most  importantly, 
help support Air Ambulance.



Llanvapley News

The winner of the LSSA 100 club August draw was Joanie Kelly.  Joan would 
like to thank her sister Anne for pulling her name out of the hat!

Lt. Alistair Andrews of The Manse, Llanvapley and his girlfriend Dr. Rebecca 
Jackson both recently completed  the Ultra Trail  of  Mont Blanc. Alistair 
managed to complete the 53km circuit in 10 hrs 3 mins while Rebecca did 
12hrs 30 mins.  On the 12th September, Alistair also completed the Black 
Mountains Trail Marathon of 26.5m in 5hrs 45 mins. Oh to be young!

On  Monday  30th November  there  will  be  a  special  service  in  Llanvapley 
Church.  The  service  will  be  a  Taize service.   A  Taizé  worship  service 
involves  sung  and  chanted  prayers,  meditation,  a  period  of  silence and 
liturgical readings, and icons. There is no preaching. More information will  
appear in the next edition of TNT.

Elaine Jennings, formerly of Llanvapley, died on Saturday 19th September 
after a long illness.  Elaine and Tony Jennings lived in Firs Road for many 
years  before  moving  to  England  for  a  brief  period  and  then  on  to 
Crickhowell. Elaine still kept in touch with many people in the village and 
will be sadly missed.  Elaine was one of those larger than life characters 
and  most  of  the  stories  about  her  are  still  fondly  remembered  in  the 
village.  At one time Elaine used to help Frances Blackwell  on the milk 
round, collecting empty bottles and having a chat with everyone she met. 

Broadband update
Llanvapley  is  still  waiting  for  its 
Superfast Broadband connection to be 
completed.   The  switch-on-date  has 
been  pushed  back  to  December  but 
they didn't say which December! Until 
then Llanvapley residents will have to 
endure 6 weeks during which the B4233 
between  Llanvapley  and  the  Llanarth 
turn will be shut.  However, there is a 
rumour  that  you  will  be  able  to  get 
through  if  you  have  a  red  van  and 
pretend to be the postman or a mini 
and say you are the vicar!



On  Saturday  24  October  Llanvapley  Church  is  hosting  a  St  Crispin's 
afternoon tea from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.  The event has been organised 
to celebrate the 600th anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt which took 
place  on  St  Crispin's  Day  25th October  1415.   St  Crispin  was  a  third 
century saint who preached the faith either in France or Kent depending 
on  which  account  you  believe.   St  Crispin  is  the  patron  saint  of 
shoemakers and you are therefore expected to pay special attention to 
your footwear when you attend the afternoon tea. :)  There will also be 
a  special  rendition  of  the  famous  “St  Crispin's  Day”  speech  from 
Shakespeare to send you home in a fighting mood! Volunteers are being 
sought for this prestigious role.

Penrhos News

Tommy & Megan Yeomans and Holly Flynn from the Monmouthshire 
Pony Club  qualified for the Pony Club Championships last month 
doing Mounted Games.

This fantastic young team came 6th out of 24 teams, this is 
the 3rd year they have qualified the first year they came 24th 
out  of  24,  last  year  22nd  so  they  have  greatly  improved 
maybe a win next year?



Llanvetherine News

As reported in TNT last month, Cupid's Hill, the Tug of War team from 
Grosmont  (including  Sam  Beavan  from  Great  Trerhew  Farm, 
Llanvetherine) qualified for the World Championships in Belfast in early 
September.  TNT  can  now  report  that  they  did  their  country  proud 
coming  6th  in  the  World  Championships. First  were  Switzerland 
(apparently it's  their national sport),  second - South Africa (they have 
tug-of-war academies), third Sweden - (hosting next year), 4th - Taiwan 
(legs like tree trunks and trained from the age of 4!), 5th - Germany (we 
nearly beat them!). They beat England, Ireland, Scotland, Belgium and 
many  other  countries.  For  a  bunch  of  young  farmers  they  did 
fantastically well.

On Sunday 6 September volunteers from Llanvetherine held a litter pick 
between  the  village  limit  signs  along  the  B4521.  The  final  tally  was 
around 5 bags extracted from the hedgerows and lay-by. A very enjoyable 
BBQ lunch was held after the event. The picture on the front of TNT 
shows the 'Litter Gang' with modified a pick up! Missing from the photo 
are Chrissie and Peter Spencer-Smith, and Andrew Dawson (taking photo).

Pictures of Llantilio Court before it was demolished



Baked Alaska
 
Although It's not happening in our area you may like to know that the 
only performance in Wales of Riding Lights' new show - Baked Alaska - a 
co production with Christian Aid and Operation Noah – is on the 17th 
October  at  St  Andrew and St  Teilo's,  Cathays,  Cardiff.  This  is  Riding 
Lights contribution in support of the run up to the 2015 conference on 
Climate Change in Paris  this  December.  Riding Lights have appeared 
recently in both Llantilio and in Grosmont and those of you who were 
able to see them will know how entertaining and thought provoking they 
are.



Services in October
Friday 2nd October

6.30pm Llanvetherine Harvest

October 4th
St. Francis of Assisi

9.30am Llanvetherine
Holy Communion   

11am Llantilio Crossenny 

October 11th
Trinity 19

9.30am Penrhos Holy Communion
11am Llanvapley Harvest Festival

October 17th
Diocesan Conference  

St. Hilda’s Griffithstown

October 18th
St. Luke’s Day  

9.30am Llanvetherine 
Holy Communion

11am Llantilio Crossenny 
Family Service

Wednesday 21st October 
(provisional date)

7pm Llantilio Crossenny church
Joint get-together of all 

churchwardens and treasurers

Saturday October 24th
2.30pm-4.30pm Llanvapley 

St. Crispins Tea

October 25th 
NB CLOCKS GO BACK!!

Last Sunday after Trinity
9.30am Penrhos Holy Communion
11am Llanvapley Morning Prayer

November 1st
All Saints Day

9.30am Llanvetherine 
Morning Prayer

11am Llantilio Crossenny
Holy Communion

Monday  November 2nd
All Souls

7pm  Llantilio Crossenny
Special reflective service to remember those we 

love who have died

Coffee Mornings

Llanvapley Wednesday 14th October 10.30 in the pavilion
Llanddewi Rhydderch Wednesday 28th October 10.30 in the village hall

Film Night in Llandewi Rhydderch
Oct 15 - Far From The Madding Crowd

Ticket Price: £4.00 adult / £3.00 child
Screening time: Doors open 6.30 pm, film starts 7.15 pm

Refreshments: Tea, coffee, cans, cakes, cheeseboard, popcorn available or bring your own
Parking: Available on village green next to hall

 
Contributions for the November issue of TNT will be needed by 20  October

Website : www.llantiliogroup.info Please send emails to lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com


