
 6 April       Easter 3      9.30am    Llanvetherine
                                 11.00am    Llantilio Crossenny
 
13 April      Easter 4      9.30am    Penrhos
                                 11.00am    Llanvapley
 
20 April      Easter 5      9.30am    Llanvetherine 
                                 11.00am    Llantilio Crossenny



 
27 April      Easter 6      9.30am    Penrhos 
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From the Vicarage

Thought for the month written by Danny, aged eight, for a holiday
project entitled ‘Can you explain God?’
  
    I think I can explain God because I have heard lots about him. 
One of  God’s  main  jobs  is  making  people.  He  makes  them to
replace the ones that die so there will  be enough people to take
care of things on earth. He doesn’t make grown ups, just babies.  I
think this is because they are smaller and easier to make.   That
way, he doesn’t have to take up his valuable time teaching them to
talk and walk. He can just leave that to their mums and dads.
 
    God’s  second  most  important  job  is  listening  to  prayers.  An
awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like priests and things,
pray at times besides bedtime.  God doesn’t have time to listen to
the radio  or  TV because of  this.  Because he hears  everything,
there  must  be  a  terrible  lot  of  noise  in  his  ears  unless  he  has
thought of a way of turning it off.  God sees everything and hears
everything and is everywhere,  which keeps him pretty busy.  So
you shouldn’t  go wasting  his  time by going over  your  mum and
dad’s head asking for something they’ve said you can’t have.
 
    Atheists are people who don’t believe in God.  I don’t think there
are many in my village.  I have not met any in my church but they
may be the people who don’t join in singing the hymns.
 
     Jesus is  God’s  son.  He grew a beard  and wore  sandals.  I
guess this was because it was always hot where he lived.  He used
to do all the hard work like walking on water and doing miracles and
trying to teach the people who didn’t want to learn about God.  They
finally got tired of him preaching to them and Jesus said they didn’t
know what  they  were  doing  and  forgave them.  His  Dad  (God)
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appreciated everything he had done and all his hard work on earth
so he told him he didn’t have to go out on the road anymore, he
could stay in heaven.  So he did.  And now he helps his Dad out by
listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God
to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without
having to bother God.  Like a secretary only more important.  You
can  pray  anytime  you  want  and  they  are  sure  to  hear  to
you because they have it all worked out so one of them is on duty
all the time.
 
     You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes
God happy and if  there’s  anybody you  want  to  make happy it’s
God.  Don’t skip church to do something you think would be more
fun like going to the beach.  It’s wrong.  And anyway, it always rains
when we go to the beach, which only makes Mum and Dad mad.  If
you  don’t  believe  in  God,  you  will  be  very  lonely  because  your
parents  can’t  go  everywhere  with  you,  but  God  can.   I  think  it
is good to know he’s around you when you’re scared in the dark or
when you can’t  swim very good and get  thrown into really deep
water by big kids.
 
     You shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for you.  I
figure  God put  me here  and  he  can  take  me back  anytime  he
pleases.  And that’s why I believe in God.  

David

Adrian Watkins found recently that his tractor was going down a
hole in the churchyard at Llantilio Crossenny. It was nowhere near
any graves but on examination it turned out to be a well-built brick
lined hole with inlet and outlet pipes. It could be a storm drain or
some drain left over from Llantilio Court - any ideas will be welcome
before it is covered over.
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News from the Villages

 Thank you to all the people who helped in the production of the
Cowbridge Male Voice Choir concert on St David's Day. We sold all
the tickets and with the generosity of some anonymous people who
helped with  the logistics,  £1400 was raised towards  the building
fund of  Llantilio  Crossenny Church.  It  seemed everyone enjoyed
the concert and what was called the 'afterglow' in the Hog's Head.
Our thanks to Dale for his generosity and to the choir who declared
officially that the vicar was NOT a miserable old so and so!
 
We are delighted to hear that two Penrhos residents are making
good progress. Richard Collin is doing well in Chepstow and they
are making plans for him to come home in the near future, whilst in
Birmingham Geoffrey Adams has successfully  had his  transplant
and we were  delighted to see him in  church on Easter  Sunday
morning and looking forward to Ted's wedding to Rebecca on April
19.

Congratulations to Doreen Mayo of Llanvetherine who was 70 last
month.
 
Due to the wintry weather, Milky the donkey did not join us for the
Palm Sunday procession, but it was good to have representatives
from all four churches share in the readings on the shortened walk.
The Llantilio Easter Egg hunt was held in church due to same arctic
weather.  We really do need a fixed Easter,  but next  year Easter
Day is on April 12.
 
Thank you to those who decorated the churches for Easter - the
spring flowers made such a difference to our celebrations.
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Every  year,  each church in  the  Church  in  Wales  has  to  submit
various statistics about their parish church. We thought you might
be interested to know the following........
 
In 2007 congregations went up in 
Llantilio Crossenny by 28%, 
Penrhos by 12%, 
Llanvetherine by 50% 
Llanvapley by 70% (though Llanvapley was closed for much of the
previous year.)
 
At  Christmas 2007 there  was  an increase of  some 22% on the
previous year.
 
Roy Nicholas has stepped down as the health and safety officer for
Llantilio Crossenny Church. This role is of course one of the most
difficult  in  any church,  and we are grateful  to  Roy for  his  many
years of care and concern for his church. His detailed analyses of
things both inside and outside the church have always given us
precise facts to work on and we are so grateful for his enthusiasm
and diligence that he has given to our community.

Easter Sunday morning saw full church in Llantilio Crossenny and
although we embarrassingly ran out of service books, it was good
to see so many children there as well.

 
Easter Vestry dates
 

31 March    Llantilio Crossenny 7.30pm
     7 April      Llanvetherine  7.30pm

 14 April      Penrhos  7.30pm
 17 April      Llanvapley  6pm
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Llantilio Crossenny Women’s Institute

The March meeting of Llantilio Crossenny W.I. was dedicated to the
annual Competition Day where all members were invited to enter
exhibits  in  any  one  of  five  classes.   This  year  the  Art  was  a
decorated  egg  and  the  Craft  a  decorated  Easter  bonnet.   The
Photography  was  a  winter  scene  and  the  Floral  Art  was  for  an
arrangement  of  foliage  and  flowers  in  different  shades  of  one
colour.   Lastly  the  Baking  was  Easter  biscuits  to  a  prescribed
recipe.  

Olwen Smith and Helen Hayward from Bryngwyn W.I. judged all the
exhibits and said they had found it a very difficult task because of
the high standard of entries.   They were so impressed that they
planned to take the idea back to their own W.I.  Eventually they
awarded firsts to Derrine Warwick for the decorated Egg, Gaynor
Evans for the decorated Easter Bonnet, Maureen Barnfield for the
Winter  Scene,  Pauline  Harburt  for  the  Floral  Arrangement  and
Rosemary Roberts for the Easter Biscuits.  

When  points  for  the  winning  entries  were  counted,  the  overall
winner  was  Elsie  Phillips,  second  was  Gaynor  Evans  and  third
place was shared by Derrine Warwick, Janet O’Connor, Maureen
Barnfield,  Rosemary Roberts  and Pauline Harburt.   Runners up
were Elsie Latham and Kath Powell.  

It  was  an  enjoyable  evening  where  there  was  plenty  of  time to
socialise  over  a  delicious  buffet  supper.   Rosemary  Roberts
expressed members’ appreciation to Olwen and Helen for giving of
their time and presented them with a small gift each as a means of
thanks.   

The next WI meeting will be on the 9th April where David and Helen
Osborn will give a presentation on their Travels in Africa.  Llantilio
Crossenny  WI  meet  at  Llanvapley  Village  Hall  at  7pm  on  the
second Wednesday each month and new members would be most
welcomed. 
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lobeLia                           Bring and Buy
    phLox                     PLANT   SALE
 hostA                                 on

 geraNium            MONDAY 26TH MAY
tomaTo                               2 – 4 P.M.

  basIl     
     saLvia            at Llantilio Crossenny Church

fuchsIa
cosmOs       

St Teilos’ Church, Llantilio - Ladies Flower Guild

COFFEE EVENING
Park Farm, Llantilio Crossenny

Thursday May 8th at 7pm
Bring & Buy Raffle

Entrance £3 (to include a raffle ticket)
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The  ladies  of  Llantilio
Crossenny get the church
ready for Easter



Welsh Society for Monmouth and surrounding area

There  are  an  increasing  number  of  Welsh  speakers  in  the
Monmouth area who have expressed an interest in forming a Welsh
Society,  which  would  enable  speakers  and  learners  to  come
together to enjoy hearing about aspects of Welsh culture in Welsh,
English or a mixture of both.

A talk by the highly entertaining poet and broadcaster Ifor ap Glyn
has been arranged for Tuesday April 22nd at the Priory Rooms in
Monmouth at 7.00pm. Ifor presented a very successful series for
S4C about  his  journey through Wales during which  he found an
overwhelmingly positive attitude towards the Welsh language.

His  talk  -  with  simultaneous  translation  -  will  be  preceded  by  a
meeting  to  discuss  what form such a  Welsh Society  might  take.
Ideally  it  would  be  of  interest  to Welsh  speakers  and  learners,
young  people  learning  Welsh  and  parents  and  grandparents  of
children learning Welsh in school.

If you are interested in Anglo-Welsh Culture, do come along and
have your say in this exciting venture.

For  tickets  (£3) or  more  information  please  phone  Anne  Hoyal
01600 780001 or Robin Davies  01594 563172

Cross Ash P.T.F.A.

SUPPER & QUIZ NIGHT

FRIDAY 16TH MAY 2008 @7:30pm
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At Cross Ash Primary School
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