


From the Vicarage

Charles Darwin…………………not the last word!

Last month saw the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles
Darwin  and  the  150th anniversary  of  the  publication  of  his
book ‘Origin of Species’. Never was there perhaps such an
important  book  concerning  our  world  and  the  origins  of
mankind: Darwin’s researches took many years both here and
in the Galapogas Islands but he hesitated in publishing the
book simply because he knew the storm it would create. He
discussed  his  findings  constantly  with  his  wife  Emma,  a
convinced Christian, and after many years he was persuaded
to publish. It upset some of the Church of course, notably a
Bishop called Samuel Wilberforce, the Bishop of Oxford. He
poured scorn  and derision  on  the  researches in  a  famous
debate at the Oxford Union.

Other Christians and non – Christian were also in turmoil. The
problem was simple though: clearly Darwin was right in the
proposition that Man had evolved and the process of natural
selection had put us on top of the pile of animals. However, at
least  two things remained unanswered.  First,  could we still
call the prime mover of the first organisms by the title God,
and why had so many people, (perhaps some 75% even in
2009)  still  retained  a  belief  in  some kind  of  God  and  had
spiritual experiences that were out of the ordinary and more
profound than everyday life?

The BBC, with Sir David Attenborough, produced a TV tribute
that  quoted the important  last  paragraph of  Darwin’s  book.
The producers clearly wanted to show that Darwin dismissed
religion and were prepared to change Darwin’s words, quite
deceitfully, to get their point across. 
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Darwin stopped going to Church in his later years and only
went  occasionally,  but  he  still  held  that  the  mind  behind
creation could only be described as God. The last paragraph
of his book says, …………..

‘There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers,
having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few
forms or one; and that whilst this planet has gone cycling on
according  to  the  fixed  law  of  gravity,  from  so  simple  a
beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful
have been, and are being evolved.’

The words  in  italics  are  the  ones missed out  by  the  BBC
because it didn’t fit their theory – they have admitted it! In this
world  truth  is  everything:  whether  it  is  in  a  court  of  law,
scientific experiments, financial dealings or our own personal
relationships.  You can cheat,  but  ultimately  you only cheat
yourself.  Darwin  was  anxious to  present  things as  he saw
them, but also agonised in his own mind about not only the
moral and spiritual aspects of man but also the mind behind
creation.  Nothing  in  the  last  150  years  has  lessened  that
conundrum – indeed, the more we know, the more questions
there are. 

The Bible says that it is only the fool who says in his heart
there is no God.  This is  certainly true,  but  it  also must  be
added  that  there  are  similar  ‘fools’  who  deny  scientific
research  and  obstinately  wear  religious  fundamentalist
goggles.

As our seasons turn again into spring and we see new birth,
we can only perhaps agree with Darwin on the beauty and
wonder of our world. 
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For my part, I think that we can go further, and search for the
living God in people and as shown in Jesus Christ. I would
like to think that when we do know ‘fully as we are known’, we
shall  discover  honest  seekers after  truth;  men like  Charles
Darwin, given honoured places in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Your friend and Vicar 

David

Skittles
 
Llanvapley and Llanvetherine teams played at the Hogs Head
on  Valentine's  Eve.  The  results  were  very  close  with
Llanvapley edging ahead in the last game. A lively game of
killer followed, and Mary Davies from Llanvapley was pleased
to take the pot which she promptly donated to a charitable
cause.
 

Walking Group

Since January the LSSA walking group has been reducing
their carbon footprint and clocking up the miles, some 200 to
date! A well attended walk to the Crown at Pantygelli started
the season with "Rugby International" now in full swing. 
 
A  smaller  group recently  completed  circular  hill  walk
near Lake Brianne, Llandovery. To count as a LSSA walk, at
least  two  committee  members  must  participate;  the
cumulative target for  2009 is 1000 miles so please contact
Les Taylor to express your interest.  
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More Skittles!!

The figures speak for themselves! Once again Llanvapley are 
the top of the village skittles league following a defeat of a 
brave Llanvetherine side at the Hogs Head, Llantilio 
Crossenny on the 13th February.  Llanvapley can now claim 
to have done the "Grand Slam" having beaten both Llandewi 
and Llantilio recently. 

Llanvetherine were ahead after the first round but the 
Llanvapley team were inspired by an excellent effort by Les 
Taylor who ended up the evening's top scorer. 

The Llanvetherine skipper, David Jones was delighted with 
the squad which he had brought along but was bitterly 
disappointed with the result.  "I only hope Wales can do better
tomorrow" said David.  

A fun evening for all was rounded off with an excellent game 
of "killer" which saw Mary Davies from Llanvapley scoop the 
pool.  "I am going to give all my winnings to charity" said Mary
who immediately donated her winnings to her son's charity 
appeal.  

Thanks go to Dale and Graham for setting up the skittles alley
and their hospitality.

Llanvapley Churchyard

Anyone driving past Llanvapley Church on the way to Llantilio 
in late March / early April may fail to notice a rather interesting
curiosity growing high up on the bank on the corner of Firs 
Road.  
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Plants such as Cow Parsley, which decorate our country 
lanes in the spring, are easy to recognise and are well 
known.  However, the plant growing on the church bank 
surprisingly does not catch the eye despite its size.  Its pale 
yellow colour may be one of the reasons it doesn't but 
Alexanders are nevertheless worthy of consideration and their
existence may throw some light on the history of the church.

Alexanders grow to almost 5 feet in height and are usually 
associated with coastal regions but are found inland in places 
like Llanvapley.  The name of the plant is a reference to the 
fact that the plant is a herb which originated in Macedonia, in 
present day Greece. It is edible and the young leaves can be 
used to make sauces or the stem can be cooked and eaten 
like asparagus.  The taste of the plant is said to be myrrh-like 
and an old recipe for Lenten pottage lists nettles, watercress 
and Alexanders in its ingredients.

Historically, Alexanders was grown as both a medicinal herb 
and gradually more so as a vegetable. It is most often 
compared to an inferior version of celery.  The Romans are 
thought to have brought the plant to these islands to grow as 
a source of food.  It is therefore tempting to suggest that its 
presence in Llanvapley may suggest a Roman connection 
with the site but it could equally point to the use of the site by 
religious communities in the Dark Ages when its use as a food
source would have been the reason it was introduced.  Other 
inland sites where Alexanders grow are rare; however Ludlow
Castle and Shrewsbury Castle are two of the very few sites 
where they have been recorded.  Whatever the origin of the 
Alexanders on the church bank in Llanvapley you may like to 
take a little time to try to spot them as you walk or drive past 
the church this spring.

Penrhos - Llantilio Crossenny - Llanvetherine - Llanvapley6



News from the Villages

 
The big  events  at  Llantilio Crossenny in March include the
Family Service for Mothering Sunday on 20 March, then at
the end of the month there is the City of Newport Male Choir
Concert on 28 March.

The next  day is a  Songs of Praise Service on 29 March
again in Llantilio Crossenny –  this will be a service for all
the group at  11am.  Members of  all  four  congregations are
invited  to  choose a favourite  hymn which  hopefully we  will
enjoy singing.

Outside our parish we wish Michael Sadler God-speed as he
leaves this area to be a vicar of Llandeilo Fawr and Taliaris in
St David’s Diocese. His last service is on March 29 and on the
same day, Jean Prosser will be made priest in charge of the
Grosmont group of churches.

The website  is being built  up and you will  find all  kinds of
information at the site. Just type in  www.llantiliogroup.info/
and you will get into it. There are links to other sites as well.
Our thanks to Les Taylor who is constructing the site.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Bill Probert. The funeral
was on 24 February and we extend to Flo, Graham and all the
family our prayers and sympathy. 

John Lennox was still in hospital at the time of writing but he
hopes to go to his sister’s in the near future. 

The rededication of Llanvapley Church has been fixed finally
for Sunday morning 31 May at 11.00am when the Bishop of
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Monmouth  will  take  the  service  and  celebrate  the  Holy
Communion.  The  roof  tiles  are  now being  put  on  and  the
interior decorations are almost complete.

The PCC of Llanvapley meet on Tuesday 5 March at 6.00pm
and the PCC of Llantilio Crossenny meet that same evening
at 7.30pm.

We get a number of requests from people seeking relatives
births marriages and deaths records of  past  centuries. The
registers  we  hold  are  limited  and  only  refer  to  Llanvapley,
some for Llanvethereine and a few for Penrhos. The best and
most  efficient  way  of  finding  out  information  like  this  is  to
contact  the  National  Records  Office  in  Aberystwyth  or  the
County Records Office in Cwmbran.

Sunday 1 March   9.30am Llanvetherine
St David’s Day 11.00am Llantilio

Sunday 8 March   9.30am Penrhos
Lent 2 11.00am Llanvapley

Sunday 15 March   9.30am Llanvetherine
Lent 3 11.00am Llantilio

Sunday 20 March   9.30am Penrhos
Mothering Sunday 11.00am Llantilio

Sunday 29 March 11.00am Llantilio 
SONGS OF PRAISE

Sunday 5 April 11.00am Llantilio
Palm Sunday(with donkey procession)
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Easter Lilies in at Llantilio Crossenny
 
If you live in at Llantilio Crossenny you are invited to put a lily in St
Teilo’s Church this Easter in memory of a loved one. We hope that
that this lovely tradition, done now in many churches, will commend
itself to people. 

There will  be  a list  at  the back of  church for  you  to sign up or
alternatively phone the Gaynor Evans on 780 483 or the Vicarage –
there will be more details including the cost of each lily next month. 

The lilies  will  be ordered and put  in  Church  for  Easter  Sunday,
which is 12 April, with a card on which is written the name of the
person remembered. We shall read the names out in the prayers on
Easter Day.

Llanvetherine News

February as usual has been rather quiet in Llanvetherine except for
one person who has just celebrated a 'significant birthday'.  Many
Happy  Returns  to  Chris  Lewis  -  formerly  of  Ty  Deri  Farm  and
currently  'of  no  fixed  abode'  and  allegedly  living  rough  in  the
Llantilio area.
 
Forget the Six Nations Competition! As something far bigger and
much more exciting  took place.  Llanvetherine was challenged by
Llanfapley to a Skittles Match at the Hog's Head. Llanvetherine in
the  end  very  charitably  allowed  Llanfapley  a  higher  score!  And
anyway, it's not the winning it's the taking part!
 
We would  like  to  welcome our new residents  to  the Gelli  Farm.
Stephen Paul and Alexia Fairweather. We wish you all the best of
luck and much happiness and look forward to seeing you both at
future village events.
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Llantilio Crossenny Parish Church

MOTHERING
SUNDAY

FAMILY SERVICE

Sunday 22 March

11.00am

A family service to celebrate
Mothering Sunday
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 Llantilio Crossenny Parish Church

THE CITY OF

NEWPORT MALE

CHOIR IN CONCERT

Saturday 28 March 2009

7.30pm

Tickets £10 

to include a glass of wine
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WHO’S WHO?

The Vicar Rev. David Osborn 01600 780240
07803 618464

Email: d.osborn42@btinternet.com

Please note new email address

The Churchwardens

Penrhos Richard Price 01600 780246

Jean Flynn 01600 780405

Llanvetherine David Hughes Jones 01873 821497

Andrew Dawson

Llanvapley Les Taylor 01600 780376

Fiona Lowes 01600 780425

Llantilio Crossenny Dennis Ball 01873 821236

Richard Barnfield 01600 780365
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