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A fallen tree in Penrhos provides a playground for local sheep

and Llantilio Bellringers are delighted to announce the restoration of
the muffles



From the Vicarage

Spring and Lent, Lent and northern
spring, two inseparable seasons,
both determined by the tilt of the
earth as it circles the sun, the timing
of Lent decided ultimately by the
positions of the sun, the moon and
the earth.

But the connection between spring
and Lent is not astronomical, rather
it emerges spiritually from the concept of new life, new beginnings, 
from renewal.

Lent has been observed from the beginnings of Christianity, even 
before the very early first Council of Nicea. It was then a season 
marked not only by fasting and abstention, which many of us observe 
today in one way or another, but it also required attention to caring 
for the needs of others, possibly less so in modern Lent. In recent 
times Lent has offered plenty of opportunities for reflection on how 
we live our lives, if only in the simple act of ‘giving something up for 
Lent’ and often by those who prefer not to profess a faith.

Over the last two years what we have seen is multiple examples of 
ordinary people looking after others all the time, nowhere more so 
than in our own small communities. Perhaps as we see signs of 
humankind emerging from ‘the virus’, and when our concerns 
immediately turn to war in Europe, the need to hang on to that way of 
thinking is never greater.

That way of thinking, that spirit, is reflected in St Paul’s Second Letter 
to the Corinthians 1:3, ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.’

All blessings,
Andrew



Llantilio Crossenny News

Churchwardens'  Meeting On  Wednesday  16th February  there  was  a
meeting  of  churchwardens  from  all  four  parishes  in  Llantilio  Church.
Ministry Area matters were discussed including finance and governance.
Bishop Cherry is planning on visiting several parts of the ministry area in
Holy Week. Churches in the diocese have been invited to take part in 'Love
Your Burial Ground Week' which runs from Saturday 4th to Sunday 12th of
June. This is being organised by an organisation known as Caring for God's
Acre. Ideas for involving our churches were discussed. The pattern of Holy
Week and Easter services were discussed as well as ideas for special fifth
Sunday  services.  A joint  service  on  Sunday  5th June  to  celebrate  the
Queen's  Platinum  Jubilee  was  suggested.  Communities  are  being
encouraged by organisations such as the Woodland Trust to commemorate
the Jubilee by planting a tree.

Llantilio Bellringers like to be prepared to ring the church bells for all sorts
of  occasions,  whether they be happy or sad. For sometime, the ringers
have been concerned about the condition of the muffles. Muffles are used
to  deaden  the  sound  of  each  of  the  bells  to  produce  a  sombre  tone
appropriate  to  sad  occasions.  Action  needed  to  be  taken  and  a  local
company which specialises in leather goods was approached to see if they
were able to renew the leather straps. They were delighted to help and set
about replacing the straps. Amazingly, the job was completed by the end of
the day (see picture on the front cover)! The new leather straps will now last
many years with a bit of beeswax. Llantilio Bellringers would like to thank
the company for their support of the church and our community.

News  from  Jenny  Goodwin  in
Whitecastle  Many thanks to those of you
who  supported  last  year’s  Llanarth  and
Friends Walk for Water Lent appeal. £3,500
was  raised  by  the  group  from  this
fundraising event.  (Pictured are  Julie  and
Jenny  on  the  Sugar  Loaf  as  part  of  last
year's challenge – let’s hope the weather is
a  little  nicer  this  year.)  I  am  once  again
joining  Llanarth  Church  as  a  ‘friend’,  this
year to ‘Walk against Hunger’. The Cafod website explains why – please
click HERE to find out more about the walk and how money which is raised
is spent.
If you would like to join in, please contact Julie Lunt (who some of you will
know  from  our  Taize  group):  julie@julielunt.co.uk  or  donate  by  clicking
HERE. Many thanks, Jenny Goodwin

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-Against-Hunger
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/teams/llanarth-and-friends-walk-against-hunger


Llanvapley News

Llanvapley  Church  is  delighted to  announce
the completion of its churchyard paths project.
The project aimed to improve the paths around
the church to make the whole of the churchyard
accessible to visitors. The work was completed
by Morgan Civil & Agricultural Contracting LTD
from  Blackwood.  Our  thanks  go  to  Alex
(pictured)  and  Gethin  who  worked  over  two
weekends when there wasn't a church service
to complete the work. The paths are constucted
with a solid sub-base and are topped with a fine gravel
finish.  Areas  of  existing  tarmac  have  also  been
repaired to ensure any tripping hazards are removed.
Full details of the work can be seen on our website by
clicking here.
February was a busy month in the church as repairs to
the ceiling in the nave were undertaken. Thanks go to
Nathan  Marsh  who  once  again  used  his  skills  to
ensure the ceiling is in good condition. The final bit of
news  is  that  the  trees  in  the  churchyard  were  not
affected by the recent gales.
  
Llanvapley  Walking  Group Our
February  walk  took  us  on  a  trek
through Llanthewy Wood, sticking to
one of the two public rights of way
that  go through the woods,  across
some  fields  and  over  towards
Galchen on the steep hill  from the
White  Swan  to  Llanddewi
Rhydderch. From there we crossed
the  stile  and  walked  over  to  the
B4233 and then behind Chwarelau
Farm and back down the main road to Llanvapley. The recent rain made it a
bit muddy but for most of the walkers it was a new route and the signs of
impending spring, especially snowdrops, were in evidence along the way. It
was,  as  always,  a  lovely  friendly  social  occasion  and  the  views  were
spectacular. Now to look forward to our next walk and this one will no doubt
involve  daffodils  and  primroses.  We’re  meeting  at  10.30,  Llanvapley
Pavilion (parking available) on Saturday 5th March and I hope to see you
there. 
llanvapleywalkinggroup@gmail.com
Phil Allsopp

https://llantiliogroup.info/churchyard-developments-2022/


LSSA News The LSSA hosted an  afternoon tea  on 14th February in the
pavilion. During the event a raffle was held and lots of lovely prizes were
snapped up. Thanks to everyone who donated raffle prizes. The 100 club
was drawn and the winning ticket was number 78
which is an unnamed member of the cricket club
who was delighted to win the £50 prize. The next
afternoon  tea  will  be  on  14th March  at  2pm.
Everyone  is  welcome.  The  recent  gales  have
caused  some  damage.  Another  tree  has  fallen
down next to the brook and the wind took off the
felt from one side of the wooden shed.

The next LSSA committee meeting will be on Tuesday 8 th March and the
Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 31th March.

Llanvapley  Cricket  Club met  members  of  the  LSSA on  10th March  to
discuss the forthcoming season.  Arrangements for  the first  game of  the
season on 28th May were discussed. This game will feature a Llanvapley
Village XI against a Llanvapley Cricket Club XI. The village team is in the
process of being organised. Please contact the committee if you would like
to be part of this unique event. Cricket club fixtures have not been finalised
but  the team are looking forward to making full  use of the pavilion this
season.  Arrangements  for  mowing  the  pitch  are  in  place  and  a  new
boundary rope has been bought.

Orchard Acre Market Garden Updates

We were lucky to escape any major damage from Storm
Eunice,  with  many  growers  across  the  country  having
polytunnels  blown  apart  and  other  major  damage.  Our
thoughts  are  with  them as  we  enter  a  key  time  in  the
garden for seed sowing and getting crops going in good
time.

Our propagation tunnel is beginning to fill  up, so far we
have  sown  broccoli,  beetroot,  spinach,  lettuce,  parsley,
tomatoes and peppers. Germination of new season crops
began with broccoli, and we now have tomatoes, peppers
and beetroots up too! It's such an exciting time of promise,
despite the cold weather we know the lengthening days
will bring more warmth and light soon. We are loving the
winter spring bulbs in the garden as the colours out there become more
vibrant again. 

We will be publicising how to join our CSA online in mid-March, so check
out www.orchardacre.com for more details. The Orchard Acre Team, Jonny, Alice, Penny and Lyra



Penrhos News

Here  is  a  photo  of  the  amazing  crocuses  in  our
churchyard. There are even more now but they don't
look very good in all this rain! One should always try
and find a positive after storm Eunice. 

Unfortunately a lime tree was lost but it has made a
wonderful play area for John Biggs' sheep (pictured
on the front page)!
Pip Rumsey

From Penrhos to Korea  Albie Howe, from Penrhos, is one of 72 Welsh
Explorers / Scouts who have been selected to go to South Korea on the
World Scout Jamboree in August 2023. The  25th World Scout Jamboree is
where over 40,000 Scouts from all over the world will  gather together to
share campaign ideas as part of a Promise to the Planet, learn new skills,
and promote the work Scouts are doing to address the UN's Sustainable
Development Goal on Climate Action.
The selection process involved a variety of challenges where the leaders
were looking out for young people who will give
back, have the ability to work as part of a team,
can think big on key global / local issues, can
dream wild on how to tackle these issues, can
act  together as  a  unit  and  as  a  worldwide
movement.
This is a unique and life changing opportunity
where  Albie  will  see  new  things,  meet  new
people  and  learn  skills  such  as  planning,
leadership,  team building and  mentoring.   He
will  have  the  chance  to  discover  more  about
different cultures and how to tackle global and
local issues, and so much more.
In  order  for  Albie  to  go  to  South  Korea  as  part  of  Unit  10  of  the  UK
Contingent  he has to raise £3,500 and attend a number  of  preparation
camps. No small undertaking! He has lots of ideas and is determined to
raise the money himself  plus more to help others who may need some
support to raise the funds themselves.  Can you help?
Albie has a Go Fund Me page for sponsorship and he will also be holding
various fundraising activities over the next few months. Any support would
be hugely welcome.  Click HERE to go to Albie's fundraising page.

Thank you. Viki Howe

https://gofund.me/ab9524b2


Yvonne  Philips  from  Dairy  Farm,
Penrhos  has  contacted  the  parish
magazine with this message. 

'Just thought I would share this picture
with  the  parish,  as  Tuesday  was  a
special day in the calendar - Twosday
22-02-2022  (also  a  palindrome).  On
this day we were delighted to welcome
these 2 calves into the world.  One boy
and one girl. That is 13 calves to date,
and counting.'

WI News

WI did not met in February
due  to  some positive  tests
and the president  escaping
to  Switzerland  for  most  of
the  month!  I  have  been
receiving  reports  of  the
storms while  sitting  on  top
of  the  Alps  drinking  coffee
or walking in the snow with
amazing views as you can
see from this picture.

Normal WI activities will be
resumed  in  March,  when
there will  be an interesting
speaker talking about the amazing life of her grandfather and his guide dog.

Tai Chi will also resume in March and get us all fit and at peace for the
Spring.

The choir has been asked to take part in a concert 'Through the Decades'
in October.  So start thinking of songs from the 1990s all you singers!

Keep well and safe. Lin 



The Garden in March
We have just experienced one of the worst storms in living memory, but
luckily we are in a slightly sheltered spot and did not suffer too badly. The
drive is littered with lots of useful little twigs which will come in very handy
as kindling for our wood fire, and a few branches came down which will
have to be cleared up. February is about to come to an end and there is still
time to finish pruning roses and other shrubs which need to be either kept
in check or else rejuvenated. A good pair of secateurs are your best friend
at this time of year, and also a good pruning saw and a pair of loppers
would come in handy as well. Shrubs or trees which have been damaged
would benefit from a clean cut to avoid rot getting in. Any Clematis viticella
can now be cut back to 12 – 18 inches now, just above a fat bud. You will
find that you will be cutting away some fresh growth but no harm will come
to the plant. A bit of blood fish and bonemeal will not come amiss either.
Don’t cut back your clematis montana though, otherwise you won’t have
any flowers this spring! Now is the time to tidy up those borders which you
have left for the birds, the spent sedum stems, the asters, catmint and other
spent flowers need to be cut right down to the ground to give the plant
space to grow up again. Keep a watch out for hellebore leaves that have
been touched with blight and don’t put the leaves in the compost heap, but
either burn them or send them to the tip.  I  have just  pruned the lower
branches of an arbutus unedo – the strawberry tree – which has attractive
cinnamon red bark. It has not flowered very well which is probably because
it is in a slightly shady spot, but it is evergreen and gives structure. Mahonia
can be cut  hard  too now that  it  has
finished  flowering.  A  rule  of  thumb
could  be  to  cut  out  a  third  of  the
stems.

I have just given a camellia sasanqua
a really hard prune as it was getting a
bit  too  large  and  lanky  and  once  it
finished flowering I was out there with
my secateurs. Other camellias are just
coming into flower – a white japonica
and a lovely pink one that never fails. I
must find out what their names are. I
planted  a  camellia  japonica  ‘Lavinia
Maggi’ (pictured) some years ago and
was happy to see that it is covered in
fat buds. Hellebores are out and wild
daffodils and crocuses  - spring is just
round the corner!



In the Spotlight
In this month's edition the spotlight has fallen on the
president of the Llantilio Crossenny Women's Institute.
But how well do we really know Lin Morris? The New
Times  tried  to  find  out  more  by  putting  her  'In  the
Spotlight'.

Are  you  involved  with  any  other  groups  or
organisations apart from the WI? 

Yes, Tenovus Choir, Choirs for Good and our own Tai
Chi group.

What is your connection with the building in Llantilio which is now
known as Hostry House? 

My family owned The Hostry between 1973 and 1986. It was a wonderful
time, as the ancient inn was fun and often full of people. But we also had
the  Hostry  Meadow  and  kept  chickens  and  goats.  We  grew  our  own
vegetables and preserved them too.  The food we sold was often home
grown.

What is your earliest memory? 

Living in a rest centre in London after the war. I remember a high window
and a shared kitchen. I think I was two years old.

What is your biggest fear? 

Losing the people I love.

Everyone knows you are  a  keen singer.  How long  have  you been
singing? 

I joined the school choir and we sang in the Royal Albert Hall. Then in my
late teens I joined a folk group called the Hammer Folk. Les Hammond
from the group sang at my 70th birthday. I love singing with friends.

How would you describe your garden? 

A shambles! But it does have some beautiful shrubs planted by my mother.
It is not wild but neither is it manicured!

What is your favourite supermarket and why? 

It has to be Waitrose but a close second is LIDL because it sells German
food, which I ate when I lived there.

How do you keep fit? 

I wish I was! I love Tai Chi and Circle Dancing.



Do you often get  annoyed with other people? What kind of things
annoy you?

I  really don’t  get  easily annoyed unless I  experience injustice to others.
Which is why I spent 16 years teaching about disablities in Belarus and
many more years working with young children who had disabilities.

What sort of music do you enjoy? 

Almost every sort of music except punk maybe! I love to be in a room full of
musicians playing anything; attending concerts with my favourite singers -
Bryan  Adams,  for  example;  classical  concerts  and  music  in  church,
especially Taize chants.

You are a great traveller. Do you have a favourite destination in Wales
and outside Wales? 

My  favourite  place  in  Wales  is  Bennar  Beach  between  Harlech  and
Barmouth. A close second is Langland Bay on the Gower. I absolutely love
Switzerland and I  am lucky enough to visit  my ‘adopted son’ who lives
there. I also loved the experience of living in Germany and Canada.

What occasion has caused you the most embarrassment? 

Seeing myself in the mirror!

Living in a town or living in the countryside? 

I have lived in both for many years and each has been at the right time of
my  life.  Bringing  up  my  children  and  grandchildren  in  the  country  was
wonderful  but  when  they  became teenagers  they  appreciated  what  the
town had to offer. In older age I find it easier to live in town but would not
have missed my many years in the countryside.

What is your favourite drink? 

Earl Grey tea! I would have it as my luxury item on Desert Island Discs.

What is your favourite place to eat? 

Out in the open air anywhere.

Can you recommend a book? 

Richard Osman’s two books. I can’t wait for his third. It was great to see
him in Crickhowell last year.

What sport do you like to watch? 

Tennis, as it was the only sport I could ever play. 

What is your favourite animal and which one frightens you the most? 

My favourite animal has to be a Border Collie. We have had quite a few
over the years and I loved every one. They are so intelligent. The only time



I was frightened by an animal was years ago at White House Farm, when
there was an auction and we were doing the catering. I went to open the
gate to the farmyard and was told to quickly close it. There was an angry
cow and her calf. She looked big and mad!

Describe the WI in three words? 

That is almost impossible as it is such a broad organisation but I would say;
social,  effective,  educational.  It  is  warm and  welcoming;  has  had many
resolutions to change injustice over the years and every meeting offers a
chance to learn something new.

Llanddewi Rhydderch Village Hall Events

Wednesday 16th March - Coffee Morning

Thursday 17th March Film Night - No Time To Die - James Bond

Saturday 30th April - Real Magic Queen - Doors and Bar open 7pm - Tickets
on sale £18 via Eventbrite - click HERE to purchase your tickets.

The  New  Times  doesn't
carry  paid  advertising  as
such but is always delighted
to  showcase  local
businesses.  The  parish
magazine has recently been
contacted by Lucy Hodges.
Lucy  is  from  Penrhos  and
was  married  in  Llantilio
Church in 2021 and is Colin
and  Yvonne’s  daughter.
Lucy  works  at  Powells,
Land  &  Estate  Agents in
Monmouth, David Powell  is
the Managing Director, who
is  Des  and  Elsie  Latham’s
nephew.  Elsie  is  the
churchwarden  at  Llantilio
Church.

Please  contact  The  New
Times  if  you  would  like  to
promote your local business
in the parish magazine.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/real-magic-queen-tribute-band-tickets-97750106199


Chance to support Calon Llanarth

The Village Alive Trust continues work to secure the closed St Teilo’s
Church at Llanarth as a restored and useful landmark building with a
project aptly named Calon Llanarth… Heart of Llanarth. 

A Grand Draw to aid fund raising will be drawn at 12 noon at a Coffee
Morning at Llanarth Village Hall on Saturday, May 7th. As well as coffee
and cake and the main draw, there will be a varied stall of books etc to
browse and a raffle for small prizes. Everyone is welcome to come to
the  Coffee  Morning from 11am.  Information  from Pat  Griffiths  01873
821418.

Meanwhile  tickets  for  the  Grand  Draw  are  being  sold  at  £2  each.
Volunteers will be at The Market Hall, Abergavenny, on Tuesday, 

March 15th between 10am and 2pm to sell tickets and update anyone
interested in the project, which aims to restore the eight bells and create
a  bell  ringing  training  centre,  as  well  as  a  café,  exhibition  space,
heritage interpretation and a columbarium in the chancel for niches of
loved ones ashes.

Come To Your Open Church Day

St. Teilo’s church will be open again
on Saturday 7th May from 10.00 –
11.00am. 

This is an opportunity  to go inside
the church to celebrate its heritage
and  its  place  in  the  lives  of  the
people of Llanarth and surrounding
area.

If you or your business can support
Calon Llanarth with a donation or a
prize to raise funds, please contact
the Village Alive Trust chairman, Pat
Griffiths.

email: village.alive@btinternet.com 

 Thank you so much for your support

To find out more about the project to restore Llanarth Church you can go
to the Village Alive Trust website. Click on the picture of the church and
it will take you to the website.

https://www.villagealivetrust.org.uk/our-projects/st-teilo-s-church-at-llanarth


Church Services in March

Wednesday 2nd

Ash Wednesday
7pm Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday 6th Lent 1
9.30 am Llanvetherine
11am Llantilio Crossenny Holy 
Communion

Sunday 13th Lent 2
9.30am Penrhos
11am Llanvapley Holy Communion

Sunday 20th Lent 3
9.30am Llanvetherine
11am Llantilio Crossenny

Sunday 27th Mothering Sunday
9.30 am Penrhos
11am Llanvapley Morning Prayer

Overheard in The Hog's Head

Valentine's Day is always a bit low key
in our house. What about you?

Oh no - I like to do something special.

Like what?

Well, I give my wife a card, a nice big
bunch of roses and a box of
chocolates.

That sounds great. You really have
got it sorted.

Then in the evening I go out and book
a table.

That sounds really romantic. How did it go?

She wasn't very happy.

Why not?

She doesn't play snooker!

You can keep in touch with what is happening in our church communities
via our website www.llantiliogroup.info Our website has the latest news as

well as information about all our churches. We are also on Twitter
@LlantilioG

Contributions for the April issue of The New Times by 20 th March 2022
Please send your emails to tntparishmag@gmail.com or lestaylor.taylor@gmail.com


